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f ( THE 
47 Nienrl tir 


Lord Biſhop of GLOUCESTER. 


Mx Los. 
FOUR Lordſhip well obſerves, “ to em- 
1 ploy buffoonery in the ſervice of religion is 
to violate the majeſty of truth, and to 
deprive it of a fair hearing. To examine, men 
muſt, be ſerious *. I will endeavour to be M, in 
all the following pages. And the rather, not 
only becauſe I am writing to a perſon who is ſo 
far, and in ſo many reſpeas, my ſuperior, but 
alſo becauſe of the importance of the ſubject. For 
is the queſtion only, What l am? A madman, 
or a man in his ſenſes? A knave, or an honeſt 
man? No: this is only brought in by way of i- 
luſtration. The queſtion is, Of the office and 
operation of the Holy Spirit : with which the doc- 
trine of the New-Birth, and indeed the whole 
of real religion is connected. On a ſubjeQ of 


* Preface, page 11. 
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fo deep concern, I deſire to be ſerious as death. 

But, at the ſame time, your Lordſhip will permit 

me to uſe great plainneſs. And this I am the 

more emboldened to do, becauſe by naming my 
name, your Lordſhip, as it were, condeſcends 

to meet me on even ground. 


—_ 

I sHALL conſider, firſt, what vor- Xz6rdſhip 
advances concerning me; and then, what is ad- 
vanced concerning the operations of the Holy 


Spirit. 


I. FirsT, concerning ne. It is true, I am 
here dealing in crambe repetita : reciting objecti- 
ons which have been urged ang anſwered an hun- 
dred times. But as your Lorſhip is pige:d ; 
repeat them again, I amfoliged to rgpat t. 3 
anſwers. 


Your Lordſhip begin» © If the ſ%ůçL pro- 


pbet pretend to ſome extract EQ! the... 


ſpirit, we are directed to try that ſpirit by James, | 


chap. iii. 17.” TI anſwer, 1. (as I have done ma- 
ny times before) I do not pretend to any extraor- 
dinary meaſure of the Spirit. I pretend to no 
other meaſure of it than may be claimed by eve- 
ry Chriſtian miniſter. 2. Where are we directed 


to try prophets by this text? How does it appear, 


that it was given for any ſuch purpoſe ? It is cer- 
tain, we may try Chriſtians hereby, whether they 
are real or pretended ones. But I know not that 
either St. James, or any other inſpired writer, 
gives us the leaſt hint of trying prophets thereby. 


Lou Lordſhip adds, * In this rule or direc- 
tion for the trial of ſpirits, the marks are to be 
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applied only negatively. The man in whom they 
are not found, hath not the wiſdom from above. 
But we are not to conclude, that he has it, in 
whom any or all of them are found *.”” We 
are not to conclude, that he is a prophet ; for 
the Apoſtle ſays nothing about prophets. But 
may we not conclude, the man in whom all theſe 
are found, has the wiſdom from above ? Sure 

we may: for theſe are the eſſential parts of that 
wiſdom. And can he have all the paris, and not. 
have the whole ? 


Is not this enough to ſhew, that the Apoſtle is 
here giving“ a ſet of marks,” not. ' to detect 
impoſlar-prophets,” but impoſlor-Chriftians ? Thoſe 
that impoſe either upon themſelves or others, as 
if they were Chriſtians, , when they are not? 


In what follows, I ſhall ſimply conſider the 


argument, without directly addreſſing your Lord- 
ſhip. 


« Apply theſe marks to the features of mo- 
dern fanaticks, eſpecially Mr. Jabn Meſley. He 
has laid claim to almoſt every apo/tolick gift, in 


as full and ample a manner as they were poſſeſſed 
of old +.” 


Tus miraculous gifts beſtowed upon the apoſ- 
tles are enumerated in two places. 1. Mark xvi. 
17, 18. In my name they ſhall caſt cut devils: they 
ſhall ſpeak with new tongues e they ſhall take up 
ſer pents: if they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall 
net hurt them : they ſhall lay hands on tbe fick, and 
bey ſhall recover. 2. 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 10. Zo 
one is given the word of Wiſdom, to another the 
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word of. knowledge, to another faith, to another 
the gifts of healing, to anoiber the working of mi- 
rasles, to another prophecy, to another the diſcern- 


ment of ſpirits, to another tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 


Do * I lay claim to almeſt every ene of theſe, 


in as full and ample a manner 'as they were poſ- 
felled of old? 4 F 


Five of them are enumerated in the former 
catalogue: to three of which, ſpeaking with new 
tongues, taking up ſerpents, drinking deadly things, 
it is not even pretended, Ilay any claim at all. In 
the latter, nine are enumerated. And as to ſeven 
of theſe, none has yet ſeen good to call me in 
queſtion : miraculous wiſdom, or knowledge, or 
faith, prophecy, diſcernment of ſpirits, ſtrange 


tongues, and the interpretation of tongues, What 


becomes then of the aſſertion, that I lay claim 


to almoſ? every one of them, in the moſt full and 
ample manner ? 


Do T lay claim to any one of them? To prove 
that I do, my own words are produced : ex- 
tracted from an account of the occurrences of 
about ſixteen years. 


I sHALL ſet them down, naked and unadorn- 
ed. 1. May13,1140. © The devil ſtirred up 
his ſervants to make all the noiſe they could. 2. 
May 3, 1741. I explained to a vaſt multitude of 
people, what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy Grd. The devil's children fought valiantly for 


their maſter, that his kingdom ſhould not be de- 
ſtroyed. And many ſtones fell on my right hand 


and on my left. 3. April 3, 1740. Some or a 
. KEY ot 
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9 
of the children of Belial, had laboured to diſturb 
us ſeveral nights before. Now all the ſtreet was 
filled with people, ſhouting, curſing and ſwear- 
ing, and ready to ſwallow the ground with rage ®. - 
4. June 27, 1747. I found only one perſon among 
them, who knew the love of GOD, before my 
brother came. No wonder the devil was ſo ſtill :. 
for his goods were in peace. 5. April 29, 1752. I 
preached at Derbam to a quiet, ſtupid congregati- 
on +. 6. May 9, 1740. I was a little ſurprized, at 
fome who were buffeted of Satan in an unuſual 
manner, by ſuch a ſpirit of laughter, as they could 
in no wile reſiſt, I could ſcarce have believed 
the account they gave me, had I not known the 
ſame thing ten or eleven years ago, © when both 


my brother and I were ſeized in the fame man- 


ner.” (If any man calls this hy/terics, I am not 


concerned: I think and let think.) 7. May 21, 


1740. In the evening, ſuch a ſpirit of laughter 
was among us, that many were much offended. 
But the attention of all was ſoon fixt on poor 
L— C „whom we all knew eto be no diſ- 
ſembler. One ſo violently and variouſly torn of 
the evil one, did I never ſee before. Sometimes 
ſhe laughed till almoſt ſtrangled ; then broke out 
into curſing and blaſpheming. At laſt ſhe faint- 
ly called on Chriſt to help her. And the vio- 
lence of her pangs ceaſed.” (Let any who pleaſe 
impute this likewiſe to hyſtericks. Only permit 
me to think otherwiſe.) 8. May 17, 1140. 
I found more and more undeniable proots, that 
we have necd to watch and pray every moment. 
Outward trials indeed were now removed. But 
ſo much the more did inward trials abound : 
and if one member ſuffered, all the members ſuffer- 
ed with it. So ſtrange a ſympathy did I never ob- 
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ſerve before: whatever conſiderable temptation 
fell on any one, unaccountably ſpreading itſelf 
to the reſt ; ſo that exceeding few were able to 
eſcape it *.“ 


I Kxxow not what theſe eight quotations prove, 
but that I believe the devil ſtill variouſly tempts 
and troubles good men ; while he works with 
aner gy in the children of diſobedience. Certainly 
they do not prove, that I lay claim to any of the 
preceding gifts. Let us ſee whether any more ts 
proved, by the ten next quotations. 1.“ So 
many living witneſſes hath GOD given, that 
his hand is ſtill ſtretched out to heal, (namely 
the ſouls of ſinners, as the whole paragraph 
fixes the ſenſe :) “ and that ſigns and wonders are 
even now wrought ,“ namely in the converſion 
of the greateſt ſinners. 2. Among the poor 
colliers of Placey, Jo. Lane, then nine or ten years 


-old, was one of the firſt that found peace with 


Gop . 3. Mrs. Nowers ſaid, her little ſon ap- 
zeared to have a continual fear of Gop, and an 
awful ſenſe of his preſence. A few days ſince 
(ſhe ſaid) he broke out into prayers aloud, and 


iaid, I ſhall go to heaven ſoon.” This child 


(when he began to have the fear of Gop) was 
(as his parents ſaid) juſt three years old, 4. I 
did receive that“ account of the young woman 
of Mancheſter from her own mouth.” But I 
paſs no judgment on it, good or bad: nor 5. On 
de the trance] (as her mother called it) of S. T. 
neither denying, nor affirming the truth of it. 6. 
«© You deny that God does work theſe effects; 
at leaſt, that he works them in this manner: I 
affirm both. I have ſeen very many perſons 
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changed in a moment, from the ſpirit of fear, 
horror, deſpair, to the ſpirit of love, joy and 


praiſe, In ſeveral of them this change was 
wrought in a dream, or during a ftrong repreſen- 
tation to their mind, of Chriſt either on the 
croſs, or in glory *.“ 


Bur here the ſymptoms of grace and of 
perdition are interwoven and confounded with 
one another T.“ No. Tho' light followed dark- 
neſs, yet they were not interwoven, , much leſs 
contounded with each other. 7. ** But ſome 
imputed the work to the force of imagination, 
or even to the deluſion of the devil 4.“ They did 
fo; which made me ſay, ** I fear we have griev- 
ed the ſpirit of the. jealous Gop, by queſtion- 
ing his work §.“ 9. © Yet he ſays himſelf, theſe 
ſymptoms I can no-more impute to any natural 
cauſe, than to the Spirit of Gop. I make no 
doubt, it. was Satan tearing them, as they were 
coming | to Chriſt.” But theſe ſymptoms and 
the work mentioned before, are wholly different 
things. "The work ſpoken of is the converſion of 
ſinners to Gop: theſe /ymptims are cries, and 
bodily pain. The very next inſtance makes this 
plain. 10. I viſited a poor old woman. Her 
trials had been uncommon : inexpreſſible agonies 
of mind, joined with all ſorts of bodily pain: 
not, it ſeemed, from any natural cauſe, but the. 
direct operation © of Satan. 


NEITHER do any of theſe quotations prove, 
that I lay claim to any miraculous gift. 


® Page 27. + P. 28. } Bid. $ 2. 
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© Sven was the evangelic ſtate of things, 
when Mr. V. firſt entered on this miniſtry : who 
ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded with ſubje&s fo har- 
moniouſly diſpoſed, thus triumphantly exults.“— 
To illuſtrate this, let us add the date. Such 
was the evangelic ſtate of things, Aug. 9, 1750. 
(On that day, I preached that ſermon :) when 
Mr. V firft entered on this miniflry.” Nay, that 


was in the year 1738. Sol triumphed, becauſe 
I ſaw what would be twelve years after! 


LET us ſee what the ten next quotations prove, 
1. In applying theſe words, I came not to call 
the righteous, but finners to repentance, my ſoul 
was ſo enlarged, that methought I could have 
cried out, (in another ſenſe than poor, vain, Ar- 
chimedes) Give me where to ſtand, and I will 
ſhake the * earth.” I meant neither more nor 
leſs, (though I will not juſtify the uſe of ſo ſtrong 
an expreſſion) than that I was ſo deeply penetrated 
with a ſenſe of the love of Gov to ſinners, that 
it ſeemed, if I could have declared it to all the 
world, they could not but be moved thereby. 


* HERE then was a ſcene well prepared for a 
good actor, and excellently fitted up for the part 
he was to F play.” But how came ſo good an 
actor to begin playing the part, twelve years be- 
fore the ſcene was fitted up? 


&« He ſets out with declaring his miſſion. 2. 
I cried aloud, All things are ready, come ye to the 
marriage. I then delivered my meſſage.” And 
does not every miniſter do the ſame whenever he 
preaches ? 
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Bur how is this ? “ He eit out with decla- 
ring his miſſion??? Nay, but this was ten years 
after my ſetting out! 


3. Mr heart was not wholly reſigned. Yet 
I know he heard my voice &. 4. The longer 1 
ſpoke the more ſtrength I had: till at twelve, 
I was as one refreſhed with wine T. 5. I ex- 
plained the nature of inward religion, words 
flowing upon me faſter than I could ſpeak 1. 6. 
I intended to have given an exhortation to the 
ſociety, But as ſoon as we met, the ſpirit of 
lupphcation fell upon us, (on the congregation 
as well as me) ſo that 1 could hardly do any 
thing but pray and give & thanks.” I believe eve- 
ry true Chriſtian may experience all that 1s con- 
tained in theſe three inſtances. 7. The ſpirit 
of prayer was ſo poured upon ws all, that we 
could only ſneak to Go F. 8. Many were 
ſeated on a wall, which in the middle of the 
ſermon fell down; but not one was hurt at all. 
Nor was there any interruption, either of my 
ſpeaking, or of the attention of the hearers **. 
9. The mob had juſt broke open the doors, and 
while they burſt in at one door, we walked out 
at the other. Nor did one man take any notice 
of us, though we were within five yards of 
Tf each other.” The fact was juſt ſo. I do 
not attempt to account for it: becauſe JI cannot. 
10.“ The next miracle was on his friends.” 
They were no friends of mine. I had ſeen few 
of them before in my life. Neither do I ſay or 
think it was any miracle at all, that they were 
all * filent while I ſpake:”” or, that © the 
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moment J had done, the chain fell off, and they 
all began talking at once.“ 


Do any, or all of theſe quotations prove, that 
« lay claim to almeſti every miraculous gift?“ 


WIII the eight following quotations prove 
any more! 1. © Some heard perfectly well on 
the ſide of the oppoſite hill, which was ſevenſcore 
yards from the place where *I ſtood. I believe 
they did, as it was a calm day, and the hill roſe 
gradually like a theatre. 2, © What | here aver 
is the naked fact. Let every one account for it as 
he ſees good. My horſe was exceeding lame. 
And my head ached much. I thought, cannot 
GOD heal man or beaſt, by means, or without ? 
Immediately my wearineſs and head-ach ceaſed, 
and my horſe's lameneſs in the ſame inſtant .“ 
Jt was ſo: and I believe thouſands of ſerious 
Chriſtians, have found as plain anſwers to prayer 
as this. 3. William Kirkman's t caſe proves on- 
ly, that GOD does what pleaſes him; not that 
I make myſelf either“ a great faint, or a great 
phyſician,” 4. R. A. was freed at once, with- 
out any human means, from a diſtemper natural- 
ly incurable 5.“ He was: but it was before I knew 
him. So what is that to me? 5. I found Mr. 
Lunell in a violent fever. He revived the mo- 
ment he ſaw me, and began to recover from that 
time. Perhaps for this alſo was I femtQ.” I 
mean, perhaps this was one end, for which the 
providence of GOD brought me thither at that 
time. 6. In the evening J call'd upon Ann 
Calcut, She had been ſpeechleſs for ſome time. 
But almoſt as ſoon as we began to pray, GOD 
' reſtored her ſpeech. And from that hour the fever 

© Page 36.7 F.-136,- 2.5. 1% 3.338. 
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left her. 7. I viſited ſeveral ill of the ſpotted 
fever, which had been extremely mortal. But; 
GOD had ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come. I be- 
lieve there was not one with whom we were but 
he recovered *. 8. Mr. Meyrick had been ſpeech- 
leſs and ſenſeleſs for ſome time. A few of us 
joined in prayer. Before we had done, his ſenſe 
and his ſpeech returned. Others may account 
for this by natural cauſes. I believe this is the 


power of GOD .“ 


Bur what does all this prove? Not that I 
claim any gift above other men : but only that 
I belleve GOD now hears and anſwers prayer, 
even beyond the ordinary courſe of nature. 
Otherwite the clerk was in the right, who (in 
order to prevent the fanaticiſm of his reQor) told 
him, “ Sir, you ſhould not pray for fair weather 
yet: for the moon does not change till Saturday.” 


Wutz the. two accounts 2, which are next 
recited, lay before me, a venerable old clergy- 
man calling upon me, I aſked him, * Sir, would 
you adviſe me to publiſh theſe ſtrange relations, 
or not? He anſwered, Are you ſure of the 
fas?” I replied, “ As ſure as that | am alive.“ 
© Then, faid he, publiſh them in GOD's name, 
and be not careful about the event.“ 


THE ſhort of the caſe is this. 'Two young 
women were tormented of the devil, in an un- 
common manner. Several ſerious perſons defired 
my brother and me to pray with them. We (with 
many others) did, and they were delivered. But 
where mean time were © the exorcifms in form, 
according to the Roman faſhion ?” TI never uſed 
them. Inever ſaw them. I know nothing about them. 


P. 139. Þ Ibid TP. 143.— 144. J P. 144. 
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& Svcn were the bleſſings which Mr. V. dij- 
tributed among his friends. For his enemies he 
had in ſtore, the judgments of heaven *.” Did 1 
then ever diſtribute or profeſs to diſtribute theſe ? 
Do I claim any ſuch power? This is the preſent 


queſtion, Let us calmly conſider the eight quo- 
tations brought to prove it. 


1. I PREACHED at Darlaſton, late a den of 
lions. But the fierceſt of them GOD has called 
away, by a train of ſurprizing Þþ ſtrokes.” But 


not by me. TI was not there. 2. I preached at 


R. late a place of furious riot and perſecution : but 
quiet and calm, ſince the bitter rector is gone to 
give an account of himſelf to GOD f. 3. Hence 
we rode to T—-n, where the miniſter was flow] 
recovering from a violent fit of the palſy, with 
which he was ſtruck immediately after he had 
been preaching a virulent ſermon & againſt the 
methadiſts. 4. The caſe || of Mr. V n was 
dreadful indeed, and too notorious to be denied. 
5. One of the chief of thoſe who came to make 
the diſturbance on the firſt inſtant, hanged him- 
felt J. 6. I was quite ſurprized when TI heard 
Mr. R. preach : that ſoft, ſmooth, tuneful voice, 
which he ſo often employed to blaſpheme the 
work of GOD, was loſt, without hope of reco- 
very **. 7. Mr. C. ſpoke ſo much in favour of 
the rioters, that they were all diſcharged. A few 
days after, walking over the ſame field, he dropt 
down, and ſpoke no more 4.“ 


Ap what is the utmoſt that can be inferred 
from all theſe paſſages? That I believe theſe 
things to have been judgments. What if I did? 


P. 144. +. Ibid. © P. iG. Jhid. - Þ bid; 
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To believe things are judgments is one thing; to 
claim a power of inflicting judgments, is another. 
If indeed I believe things to be judgments which 
are not, I am to blame. But ſtill this is not 
claiming any miraculous gift. 


Bur “ you cite one who forbad your ſpeak- 
ing to ſome dying criminals, to anſwer for their 
ſouls at the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt *.“ Ido: 
but be this right or wrong, it is not “ clatming 
a power to inflift judgments.” 


„Vs it is: for theſe judgments are fulmi— 
nated with the air of one, who had the divine 
vengeance at his diſpoſal .“ I think not; and I be- 
lieve all impartial men will be of the ſame mind. 


© THESE are ſome of the extraordinary gifts, 
which Mr. V. t claims.“ I claim no extraord:- 
nary giſt at all. Nor has any thing to the con- 
trary been proved yet, ſo much as in a ſingle in- 
ſtance. 


* WE come now to the application of this 
ſovereign telt, James iii. 17,” But let us fee 
that we underſtand it firſt. I beg leave to con- 
ſider the whole. Who is a wiſe and knowing man 
among you? Let him ſhew his wiſdom, as well as 
his faith by his works, not by words only. But 
if ye have bitter zeal and ſlrife in your heart, do 
not glory and lie againſt the truth ; as if any ſuch 
zeal, any thing contrary to love, could conſiſt 
with true wiſdom. This wiſdom deſcendetb not 
from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb. For 
where bitter zeal and ſtrife are, there is confuſton 


and every evil work. But the wiſdom which is 


* 1bid, + id. 1 P. 149. 
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from above, (which every one that hath, is a real 
Chriſtian, and he only) i firſt pure, free from all 
that is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, then peaccable, 
bringing, loving, making peace, gentle, ſoft, 
mild, yielding, not moroſe or ſour, eaſy to be in- 
treated, to be perſuaded or convinced, not ſtub- 
born, ſelf-willed, or ſelf-conceited; full of mercy, 
of tenderneſs and compaſſion, and good fruits, 
both in the heait and life. Two of theſe are im- 
mediately ſpecified, without purtiality, loving 
and doing good to all, without reſpe of perſons, 
and withuut hypocriſy, ſincere, frank, open. 


I DESIRE to be tried by this teſt. I try my- 
ſelf by it continually : not indeed whether I am 
a prophet (for it has nothing to do with this) but 
whether I am a Cbriſtian. 


I. Tut preſent queſtion then is, (not what is 
Mr. Law, or, what are the Moraxiens, but) 
what is John Meſley? And 1. Is he pure or not? 
« Not pute: for he ſeparates reaſon from 
grace ®,”, A wonderful proof! But I deny the 
fact. I never did ſeparate reaſon from grace. 
« Yes you do. For your own words are, the 
points we chiefly inſiſted on were four. 1. That 
orthodoxy or right opinion, is at beſt but a very 
flender part of religion; if it can be allowed to 
be any part of it at all f.“ 


AFTER premiſing, that it 1s our bounden duty 
to labour after a right judgment in all things; as a 
wrong judgment naturally leads to wrong practice: 

I ſay again, right 9p.ni:n is at beſt but a very ſlen- 
der part of religion (which properly and directly 
conſiſts in right tempers, words and aCtions :) and 
frequently it is no part of religion. For it may 
*P 150, 42.67. 
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be, where there is no religion at all : In men of 


the moſt abandoned lives : yea, in the devil 
himſelf. 


And yet, this does not prove, that 1“ ſepa- 
rate reaſon from grace,“ that 1“ diſcard reaſon 
from the ſervice of religion.” I do continually 
„ employ it to diſtinguiſh between right and 
wrong opinions.” I never affirmed, “ this diſ- 
tin ion to be of little conſequence,” or denied 
«© the goſpel to be à reaſonable ſervice . 


Bur“ the apoſtle Paul conſidered right opi- 
nion, as a full third part at leaſt of religion. For 
he ſays, the fruit of the ſpirit is in all goodneſs 
and righteouſneſs and truth. By goodneſs is meant 
the conduct of particulars to the whole; and 
conſiſts in habits and ſocial virtue, and this refers 
to Chriſtian practice. By righteouſneſs is meant 
the conduct of the whole to particulars, and con- 
ſiſts in the gentle uſe of Church authority, And 
this refers to Chriſtian diſcipline. By truth is 
meant the conduct of the whole, and of particu- 
lars to one another, and conſiſts in orthodoxy or 


right opinicn ; and this refers to Chriſtian doe- 
trine .“ 


My objeQtions to this account are, 1. It con- 
tradicts St. Paul, 2. It contradiẽtss itſelf. 


FIRST, It contradicts St. Paul. It fixes a 
meaning upon his words, foreign both to the text 
and context. The plain ſenſe of the text taken 
in connexion with the context, is no other than 
this. The fruit f of the ſpirit (rather, of the light, 
which Bengelius proves to be the true reading, 
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oppoſite to the unfruitful works of darkneſs, men- 
tioned ver. 11.) 1, conſiſts in all goodneſs ; Kind- 
neſs, tender-heartedneſs, (chap. iv. 32.) oppoſite 
to bitterneſs, wrath, anger, clamour, evil-ſpeaking, 
(ver. 31.) in all righteouſneſs, rendering unto all 
their dues, oppoſite to fealing, (ver. 28.) and in 


all truth, veracity, ſincerity, oppoſite to lying, 


(ver. 25.) 


SECONDLY, That interpretation contradicts 
itſelf; and that in every article. For 1. If by 
goodneſs be meant the conduct of particulars to 
the whole, then it does not conſiſt in habits of 
+ ſocial virtue. For ſocial virtue regulates the con- 
duct of particulars, not ſo properly to the whole 
as toeach other, 2. If by righteouſneſs be meant 
the conduct of the whole to particulars, then it 
cannot conſiſt in the gentleneſs of Church-autho- 
rity ; unleſs Church-governors are the whole Church, 
or the parliament, the whole nation. 3. It by 
truth be meant, the conduct of the whole, and of 


particulars to one another, then it cannot poſſi-, 


bly conſiſt in orthodoxy or right opinion. For opi- 
nion, right or wrong, is not conduct. They dif- 
fer toto genere. If then it be erthodoxy, it is not 
* the conduct of the governors and governed to- 
ward each other.” If it be their conduct toward 
each other, it is not orthodoxy. 


ALTHOUGH therefore it be allowed, that 
right opinions are a great help, and wrong opini- 
ons a great hindrance to religion, yet till ſtrong- 
er proof be brought againſt it, that propoſition 
remains unſhaken, „right opinions are a ſlender 
part of religion, if any part of it at all *.” 
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(As t to the affair of Abbẽ Paris, whoever will 
read over, with calmneſs and impartiality, but 
one volume of Monſieur Meontgeren, will then be 
a competent judge. Mean time I would juſt ob- 
ſerve, that if theſe miracles were real, they ſtrike 
at the root of the whole papal authority: 1 as 
having been wrought in direct oppoſition to the 
famous Bull Unigenitus 9 


Yer I do not ſay, © Errors in faith have 
little to do with religion ;” or that they“ are no 
let or impediment to the Holy Spirit +. ” But ſtill 
it is true, that“ God (generally ſpeaking) begins 
his work ft at the heart.” Men uſually feel de- 
Ires to pleaſe Cod, before they know how to 
pleaſe him. Their heart ſays, What muſt I 
do to be ſaved?” Before wy underſtand the 
way of ſalvation. 


Bur ſee “ the character he gives his own 


 faints!” The more I converſe with this people, 


the more I am amazed. That God hath wrought 
a great work is manifeſt, (by ſaving many ſinners 
from their ſins.) And yet the © main of them 
are not able to give a rational account of the 
plaineſt principles of religion.” They were not 
able then, as there had not been time to inſtruct 
them, But the caſe is far different now. 


Acain, Did I © give this character“ even 
then, of the people called methodiſts, in general? 
No, but of the people of a particular town in 
Ireland, where nine in ten of the inhabitants are 
Romaniſts. 


© Nor is the obſervation confiaed to the 
people. He had made a proſelyte of Mr. D. Vi- 
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car of B. And to ſhew he was no diſcredit to 
his maſter, he gives him this character. He 


ſeemed to ſtagger at nothing, though as yet his 
underſtanding is not opened “.“ 


Mx. D. was never a proſelyte of mine: nor * 
did I ever ſee him before or ſince. I endeavoured i 
to ſhew him, that we are juſtified by faith. And 

he did not object; though neither did he under- 


ſtand, 


Bor in the firſt propagation of religion, f 
God began with the under/tanding, and rational | 
conviction won the heart +.” Frequently, but 
not always. The jailor's heart was touched firſt. 
Then he under/tood, what he muſt do to be ſaved. 
In this reſpect then there is nothing new, in the 
preſent work of God. So the lively ſtory from 
Moliere, is juſt nothing to the purpoſe. 


a — 
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In drawing the parallel between the worx 
GOD has wrought in England and in America, 
I do not fo much as “ inſinuate r, that the un- 
derſtanding has nothing to do in the work.” 
Whoever is engaged therein, will find full em- 


ployment for all the underſtanding which GOD 
has given him, 


6 Ox the whole therefore we conclude, that 
wiſdom which diveſts the Chriſtian faith of it's 
truth, and the teſt of it, reaſon —--and reſolves 
all religion into ſpiritual my/ticiſm and extatic 


raptures,cannot be the wiſdom from above, whoſe 
characteriſtic is purity ||.” 


PeRHApPSs fo, but I do not © diveſt faith, ei- 
ther of truth or reaſon : much leſs do T reſolve 
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all into ſpiritual myſticiſm and extatic raptuves.” 
Theretore ſuppoſe purity here meant ſound doc- 
trine, (which it no more means then it does a 
ſound conſtitution) ſtill it touches not me, who 
for any thing that has yet been ſaid, may teach 
the ſoundeſt docirine in the world. 


2. Our next buſineſs is, to apply the other 
marks to theſe pretending ſeflaries. The firſt of 
theſe purity, reſpects the nature of the wiſdom 
from above, or in other words * the dodirine 
taught.” Not in the leaſt. It has no more to 
do with desArine, than the whole text has with 


prophets. © All the reſt concern the manner of 


teaching.” Neither can this be allowed. They 
no farther concern either teaching or teachers, 
than they concern all mankind. 


Bo r to proceed. Methodiſm ſignifies only 
the manner of preaching ; not, either an old or a 
new religion; it is the manner in which Mr. V. 
and his followers attempt to propagate the plain, 
old religion +.” And is not this ſound doctrine? 
Is this ſpiritual myſticiſm and extatic raptures ? 


&« Or all men, Mr. V. ſhould beſt know the 
meaning of the term: ſince it was not a nick- 
name impoſed on the ſect by its enemies, but an 
appellation of honour, beſtowed upon it by them- 
ſelves. Inanſwer to this, I need only tranſcribe 
what was publiſhed 20 years ago . 


cc SINCE the name firſt came abroad into the 
world, many have been at a loſs to know, what a 
methodiſt is: what are the principles and the prac- 


16. P. 168. 1 Preface to“ the cha- 
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tice of thoſe who are commonly called by that 


name; and what are the diſtinguiſbing marks of 
the ſe, which is every where ſpoken againſt. 


AnD it being generally believed that I was 
able to give the cleareſt account of thefe things 
(as having been one of the firſt to whom the name 
was given, and the perſon by whom the reſt 
were ſuppoſed to be directed) I have been called 
upon, in all manner of ways and with the utmoſt ; 
earneſtneſs, ſo to do. I yield at laſt to the con- | 
tinued importunity, both of friends and enemies: 5 
and do now give the cleareſt account J can, in 
the preſence of the LORD the judge of heaven 
and earth, of the principles, and practice, where- 
by thoſe who are called methodiſis, are diſtinguiſh- 
ed from other men. 


ISA theſe who are called meth:diſts; for let it 
be well obſerved, that this is not a name, which 
they tate upon themſelves; but one fixt on them 
by way of reproach, without their approbation 
or conſent, It was firſt given to three or four. 
young men at Oxford, by a ſtudent of Chri/?'s 
Church: either in alluſion to the ancient ſet of __ 
phyſicians ſo called (from their teaching, that al- 
moſt all diſeaſes might be cured by a ſpecific 
method of diet and exerciſe) or from their obſerv- 
ing a more regular method of ſtudy and behaviour 
than was uſual with thoſe of their age and ſtation, 


I NEED only add, that this nickname was im- 
poſed upon us, before this manner of preaching 
had a being. Yea, at a time when J thought it 


as lawful to cut a throat, as to preach out of a 
Church. 


«© War 
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«© Wur then will Mr. VV. fo groſsly miſre- 
| preſent his adverſaries, as to ſay, that when the 
ſpeak againſt metbodiſm, they ſpeak againſt the 
* 


| 
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plain old dofirine of the church of England?“ 
This is no miſrepreſentation. Many of our ad- 
verſaries, all over the kingdom, ſpeak againſt us ” 
eo nomine, for preaching theſe dofirines, juſlifica- 
tion by faith in particular. 


HowEvVveER, a fanatic manner of preaching, 
though it were the doctrine of an apoſtle, may 
do more harm to ſociety at leaſt, than reviving 
old hereſies, or inventing new. It tends to be- 
wilder the imaginations of ſome, to inflame the 
paſſions of others, and to ſpread diſorder and 
confuſion, through the whole community +.” 
I would gladly have the term defined. What is 
& a fanatic manner of preaching ?” Is it field- 
preaching © But this has no ſuch effect, even a- 
mong the wildeſt of men. This has not“ be- 
wildered the imaginations,” even of the Ning f- 
wood colliers, or inflamed their paſſions.” It 
has not ſpread diforder or confuſion among them, 


but juſt the contrary, From the time it was 
heard in that chaos, 


Confuſion heard the voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rul'd, and order from diſorder ſprung, 


4 Bur St James, who delivers the teſt, for 
the trial of theſe men's pretenſions, —(the ſame 


4 miſtake ſtill) “ unqueſtionably thought, a fanatic 


ſpirit did more miſchief in the mode of teaching, 


than in the matter taught: ſince of ſix marks, 
one only concerns dodtrine, all the reſt, the man- 


ners of the teacher j.” Nay, all ſix concern dic- 
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trine as much as one. The truth is, they have 
nothing to do either with decirine or manner. 


« FRoM St. Paul's words, Be in/tant, in ſeaſon, 
out of ſeaſon, he infers more than they will bear : 
and miſapplies them into the bargain®.” When and 
where? Ido not remember applying them at all. 


«© WHEN /eaſonable times are appointed for 
holy offices, to fly to unſeaſonable, is factious .“ 
But it is not clear, that five in the morning and 
ſeven in the evening, (our uſual times) are un- 


ſeaſonable. 


« WE come now directly to the ſecond article. 
& The wiſdom from above is peaceable. But the 
propagation of metbodiſm has occaſioned many 
and great violations of peace 4. In order to know 
where the blame hereof lies, let us enquire into 
the temper which makes for peace, For we may 
be aſſured, the fault lies not there, where ſuch 
a temper is found.” Thus far we are quite agreed. 
«© Now the temper which makes for peace is 
prudence.” This is one of the tempers which 
make for peace: others are kindneſs, meekneſs, 
patience. * This our Lorp recommended by 
his own example Fg. But this Mr. V. calls the 
myſtery of iniquity, and the offspring of bell |.” 
No, not this: not the prudence which our LoRD 


recommends, I call that ſo, and that only, which 


the world, the men who know not Gov, ſtile 
Chriſtian prudence. By this I mean ſubtilty, 
craft, diſſimulation; ſtudy to pleaſe man rather 
than Gop ; the art of trimming between Gop 
and the world, of ſerving Gop and Mammon. 
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Will any ſerious man defend this? And this only 


do I condemn. 


Bur you © ſay, good fort of men, as they are 
called, are the bane of all religion *.” And I 
think ſo. By this good ſort of men, I mean, per- 
ſons who have a liking to, but no ſenſe of religion: 
no real fear or love of God ; no truely Chri- 
ſtian tempers. “ "Theſe ſteal away the little zeal 
he has, that is, perſuade him to be peaceable.“ 
No;. perſuade me to be like themſelves ; without 
love either to Go p or man. 


& AGAIN, ſpeaking of one he ſays, Indulging 
himſelf in harmleſs company” (vulgarly ſo called) 
* he firſt made ſhipwreck of his zeal, and then 
of his faith. In this I think he is right. The zeal 
and faith of a fanatic are ſuch exact tallies, that 
neither can exiſt alone. They came into the 
world together, to diſturb ſociety and diſhonour 
religion.” 


By zeal J mean the flame of love, or fervent 
love to Gop and man: by faith, the ſubſtance 
or confidence of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not ſeen. Is this the zeal and faith of 
a fanatic £ Then St. Paul was the greateſt fanatic 
on earth. Did thefe come into the world, to 
diſturb ſociety and diſhonour religion ? 


O the whole, we find Mr. W. by his own 
confeſſion, intirely deſtitute of prudence +, There- 
fore it muſt be aſcribed to the want of this, if his 
preaching be attended with tumult and diſorder,” 
By his own confeſſion ? Surely no. This I con- 
feſs, and this only : What is falſely called pru- 
dence, T abhor: but true prudence I love and ad- 
mire. 
| * P. 179, 180. + P. 181. 
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HowE VER, “you ſet at nought the diſcipline 
of the Church, by invading the province of the 
parochial miniſter “.“ Nay, if ever I preach at 
all, it muſt be in the province of ſome parochial 
miniſter : “ by aſſembling in undue places, and 
at unfit times.”” I know of no times, unfit for 
thoſe who aſſemble. And 1 believe Hannam 
Mount and Roſegreen were the moſt proper places 
under heaven, for preaching to the Colliers in 
King ſword : by ſcurrilous inveftives againſt the 
governors and paſtors of the national Church :” 
This is an entire miſtake. I dare not make any 
ſcurrilous inveehive againſt any man.“ Inſolencies 
of this nature provoke warm men to tumult.”? 
But theſe in/olencies do not exiſt. So that what 
ever tumult either warm or cool men raiſe, I am 
not chargeable therewith. 


% To know the true character of methodiſm.” 
The preſent point is, to know the true characler 
of John Meſley. Now in order to know this, we. 
need not enquire, what others were, before he 
was born. All therefore that follows +. of old 


preciſions, puritans and independents, may ſtand 
Juſt as it is. 


Bur “ Mr, V. wanted to be perſecuted 1.“ 
As this is averred over and over, I will explain 
myſelf upon it, once for all. I never deſired or 
wanted to be perſecuted, 


Lives there who loves his pain ? 


I Love and deſire to live praceably with all men. 
« But perſecution would not come at his call.“ 
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However it came uncalled: and more than once 
or twice, it was not ** mack perſecution.” It was 
not only the huzzas of the mob: Showers of ſtones 
are ſomething more than huzzas. And whoever 
ſaw the mob either at Walſal or Cork (to inſtance 
in no more) ſaw that they were not * in jeſt,” 
but in great earneſt, eagerly athirſt, not for ſport, 
(as you ſuppoſe) but for blood. 


Bur though I do not deſire perſecution, [ 7 


pes it. I muſt, if I believe St. Paul; Allg 
will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer We. 
cution: either ſooner or later, more or leſs, àc- 
cording to the wiſe providence of Gop.. But T 
believe, all theſe things work together for good, tv 
them that lade GOD. And from a conviction of 
this, they may even rejoice, when they are per- 


fecuted for righteouſneſs ſake *. 


Ver as I ſeldom © complain of ill treatment,“ 
ſo Lam never * diſſatisfied with good +.” But I 
often wonder at it. And I once expreſſed my 
wonder, nearly in the words of the old Athentan, 
&© What have we done, that the world ſhould be 


ſo civil to us ?”? 


You conclude the head, “ As he who per- 
ſecutes, is but the tool of him that invites perſe- 
cution,” (1 know not who does) “ the crime 
finally comes home to him who ſet the rioter at 
work +.” And is this all the proof, that I am 
not peaceable? Then let all men judge, if the 
charge is made good. 


3. Tur next mark of the celeſtial wiſdom 
is, it is gentle and caſy to be intreated , com- 
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liant and even obſequious to all men.“ And 
| Cs does it appear, thatT am wanting in this? 
Why, he is a ſevere condemner of his fellow 
citizens, and a ſevere exactor of conformity to 
his own obſervances.” Now the proof. 1.“ He 


tells us this in the very appellation he aſſumes “.“ 


Nay, I never aſſumed it all, 2. But © you 
ſay, uſeleſs converſation is an abomination to the 
LORD. And what is this, but to withſtand 
St. Paul to the face?“ Why, did St. Paul join 
in, or commend uſeleſs converſation ? I rather 
think, he reproves it. He condemns as cane; 
Neos, putrid, ſtinking converſation, all that is 
not good, all that is not to tbe uſe of edifying, and 
meet to miniſter grace to the hearersF, 3. Mr. 
IS. © reſolved, never to laugh, nor to ſpeak a 
title of worldly things Þ?—** tho? others may, 
nay muſt.” Pray add that, with the reaſon of 
my bo refolving, namely, that I expected to die 
in a iew days, If I expected it now, probably, 
I ſhould reſume the reſolution. But be it as it 
may, this proves nothing againſt my being both 
gentle and eaſy to be intreated. 4. He ſays 
Mr. G was a clumſy, overgrown, hardfaced 
man ||.” So he was. And this was the beſt of 
him. I ſpare him much in ſaying no more. But 
he is gone. Let his athes reſt. 5. I heard a 
moſt :niſerable ſermon, full of dull, ſenſeleſs, 
improbable lies.“ It was fo, from the beginning 


to the end. I have ſeldom heard the like. 6. 


«© The pecſccution at St. foes” (which ended 
before I came { what I ſaw, I do not term per- 
ſecution) © was owing to the indefatigable labours 
of Mr. H. and Mr. S. gentlemen worthy to be 
had in everlaſting remembrance F& Here he 
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nd tells us, it is his purpoſe to gibbet up the names 
s? of his two great perſecutors to everlaſting infa- 
OW my.” Theſe gentlemen had occaſtoned ſeveral 
to _ innocent people, to be turned out of their lively- 
He _ hood; and others to be outraged in the moſt 
*,” #® ſhocking manner, and beat only not to death. 
ou My purpoſe is, by ſetting down their names, 
the to make others afraid ſo to offend. Yet l ſay 
and ſtill, “ Gop forbid that I ſhould rail, either at 
oin a Turk, Infidel or Heretic.” But ] will bring to 
her light the a&ions of ſuch Chriſtians, to be a warn- 
Tg% ing to others. And all this I judge to be perfect- 
t « ly conſiſtent with © the ſpirit of meekneſs . 
an 
Mr. 4. Tur fourth mark is, Full of mercy and 
ka good fruits, Let us enquire into the mercy and 
ys good fruits of Mr. W. +” 
4 of | 
) die 1. Avp firſt, “ He has no mercy on his op- 
bly, poſers. They paſs with him under no other ti- 
as it tle, than that of the devils ſervants, and the 


both dievil's children 1˙ This is far from true. Ma- 
ny have oppoſed, and do oppoſe me ſtill, whom 
I beFeve to be children and fervants of Gop. 
We have ſeen him diſpatching the principal of 
theſe children of the devil, without mercy, to 
their father §.“ No, not one. This has been 
affirmed over and over, but never proved yet. I 
* fling about no exterminating judgments of 
Gop; 1“ call down no fire from heaven.” 
© But it would be for the credit of theſe new 

ſaints, to diſtinguiſh between rage and zeal,” 
| That is eaſily done. Rage is furious fire from 
hell; zeal is loving fire from heaven. 2. If 
What has been ſaid above does not ſuffice, turn 
again to Mr. W's Journals. Mr. S. while he 
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was ſpeaking to the ſociety againſt my brother, 
and me, was ſtruck raving mad *.” He was fo, 
before an hundred witneſſes ; though I was the 
laſt to believe it. But it ſeems, Gop is at 
length intreated for him, and has reſtored him 
to a ſound mind.” And is my relating this fad, 
an dane of © dheoming men to perdition?“ 
. * John Haydon cried aloud, Let the world 
ſee the judgment of Gop +.” He did. But let 
ow Haydon look to that. It was he ſaid fo, not 
4. ©* I was informed of an awful providence. 

A poor wretch, who was was here the laſt weck, 
curſing and blaſpheming, and labouring with all 
his might to hinder the word of Gop, had at- 
terwards boaſted, he would come again on Sun- 
day, and no man ſhould ſtop his mouth then. 
But on Friday Gop laid his hand upon him, and 
on Sunday he was buried 4.” And was not this 
an awful providence ? „ But yet I do not doom 
even him to perdition.” 5. © I ſaw a poor man, 
once joined with us, who wanted nothing in this 
world. A day or two before he hanged himfcif 
but was cut down before he was dead. He has 
been crying out ever ſince, Gop had left him, 
becauſe he had left the children of Gop.” This 
waz bis aſſertion, not mine. TI neither affirm, 
nor deny it. 6. The true account of Lucy Ged- 
ſhall is this.“ I buried the body of Lucy Gad- 
ſhall. Aſter preſſing toward the mark tor more 
than two years, ſince ſhe had known the par- 
doning love of Gop, ſhe was for ſome time 
weary and faint in her mind, til I put her out 
of the bands. Gop bleſſed this greatly to her 
foul, ſo that in a ſhort time ſhe was admitted 
again. Soon after, being at home, ſhe felt ile 
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love of Gop in an unuſual manner, poured into 
her heart, She fell down upon her knees, and 
delivered up her ſoul and body into the hands of 
Gop. In the inftant the uſe of all her limbs 
was taken away, and ſhe was in a burning fe- 
ver. For three days ſhe mightily praiſed Gov, 
and rejoiced in him all the day long. She then 
cried out, Now Satan hath deſired to have me, 
that he may ſift me as wheat. Immediately 
darkneſs and heavineſs fell upon her, which con- 
tinued till Saturday the fourth inſtant. On Sun— 
day the light ſhone again upon her heart. About 
ten in the evening, one ſaid to her, © Jeſus is 
ready to receive your ſoul.” She ſaid, Amen ! 
Amen! cloſed her eyes, and died *” 18 this 
brought as a proof of my inexorableneſs ! Or of 
my 0 Gooming 1 men to perdition?“ 


7. © I found Web. Palmer in great weakneſs 
of body, and heavineſs of ſpirit. We wreſtled 
with Gob in his behalf; and our labour was not 
in vain, His ſou] was comforted; and a few 


hours after, he quietly fell aſleep.“ A ſtrange 


p:oof this likewiſe, either of inexorablrneſs, or of 
© doboming men to perdition ?” Therefore this 
charge too ſtands totally un'upported. Here is 
no proof of my unmerc;fuinrſs yet. 


© Good fruits come next to be conſidered, 
which Mr. //:/ley's idea of true religion does not 
promiſe, He faith 4“, (1 will repeat the words 
a little at large, that their true ſenſe may more 
clearly appear :) “ In explaining thoſe words, 
the kingdim of God, (or true religion) tis not meats 
ond drinks, I was led to ſhew, that religion does 


not properly canſiſt in harmleſsneſs, uſing the 
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means of grace, and doing good, that is helping 
our neighbours, chiefly by giving alms: but 
that a man might both be harmleſs, uſe the means 
of grace, and do much good, and yet have no 
true religion at all.” He may ſo. Yet who, 
ever has true religion, muſt be zealous of good 
works, And zeal for all good works, is, accord- 
ing to my idea, an eſſential ingredient of true re- 
ligion. 


c SPIRITUAL cures are all the good fruits he 
pretends to *.“ Not quite all, fays William Kirk- 
man, with ſome others. © A tew of his ſpiri- 
tual cures we will ſet in a fair light. The firſt 
time Ipreached at Swaliwell,” (chiefly to colliers 
and workers in the iron-work) “ none ſeemed 
to be much convinced, only ſtunned: ] mean 
amazed at what they heard, though they were 
the firſt principles of religion. But he brings 
them to their ſenſes with a vengeance.” No, 
not them. Theſe were different perſons. Are 
they lumped together, in order to ſet things in 
a fair light? The whole paragraph runs thus. 
+ * I carefully examined thoſe who had lately 
cried out in the congregation, Some of theſe, 
I found, could give no account at all, how or 
wherefore they had done ſo: only that of a ſud- 
den, they dropt down, they knew not how: 
and what they afterward ſaid or did, they knew 
not. Others could juſt remember, they were in 
fear, but could not tell what they were in fear 
of. Several ſaid, they were atraid of the devil: 
and this was all they knew. But a few gave a 
more intelligible account of the piercing ſenſe 
they then had of their ſins, both inward and out- 
ward, which were ſet in array againſt them, 
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” round about: Of the dread they were in of the 
=: wrath of God, and the puniſhment they had 


deſerved, into which they ſeemed to be juſt fall- 
ing, without any way to eſcape. One of them 
told me, I was as if I was juſt falling down, 
from the higheſt place I had ever ſeen. I thought 
the devil was puſhing me off, and that Gop had 
forſaken me.” Another ſaid, ** I felt the very 
fire of hell, already kindled in my breaſt : and all 
my body was in as much pain, as if I had been in 
„ a burning fiery furnace.“ What wiſdom is this 
Which rebuketh theſe, that they ſhould hold their 
it peace? Nay, let ſuch an one cry after Jeſus of 
Nazareth, till he faith, thy faith hath made thee - 
4 whole 2”? | 


w W 


* Now follow the proofs of my driving men mad. 
85 1. © Another of Dr. Monro's patients came to 
> _ aſk my advice. I found no reaſon to believe ſhe 
_ had been any otherwiſe mad, than every one is, 
in dhat is deeply convinced of fin *,” Let this prove 
is, all that it can prove. 2.“ A middle aged woman 
ly Was really diſtracted:“ Yes, before I ever ſaw 
fe, ® her, or ſhe me. 3. © I could not but be under 
Si ſome concern with regard to one or two perſons, 


dq. Who were tormented in an unaccountable man- 
(1. , . 

ner, and ſeemed to be indeed Junatich, as well 
as fore vexed.” True; fora time. But the de- 
lwerance of one of them is related in the very 
next paragraph. 4. Two or three are gone 
© quite diſtracted: that is, they mourn and refuſe to 
be comforted till they have redemption +.” 5. 
l deſired one to viſit Mrs. G. in Bedlam, put in 
by her huſband as a mad woman.“ But ſhe ne- 
m. ver was mad in any degree, as he himſelf after- 
"> @ wards acknowledged. 6.“ One was ſo deeply 
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convinced of her ungodlineſs that ſhe cried out 
day and night, Lord fave, or I periſh! All the 
neighbours agreed, ſhe was ſtark mad.” But T 
did not make her ſo. For this was before ſhe þ 
ever ſaw my face. Now let every one judge, 
whether here is yet a ſingle proof, that I drive | 
men mad, 5 


Tu time when this ſpiritual madneſs was at © 
its height, he calls a glorious time *.“ I call that 
a glorious time, when many notorious ſinners are 
converted to Gop; (whether with any outward 
iymptoms or none; for thoſe are no way eſſen— 
tial:) and when many are in the triumph of faith, 
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greatly rejoicing in Gop their Saviour. 
* Bur though Mr. Weſiey does ſo well, in 0 
turning fools into madmen, yet bis craftſmaſter C 
18 certainly one Mr. J/heatley, of whom he gives 
this extraordinary account . 
a 
A poor woman (on Wedr. 17th Sept. 1740) 1 
ſaid, it was four years (namely, in Sept. 1736, f 
above a year before I left Georgie) fince her fon, F I 
by hearing a ſermon of Mr. Mbeatiey's, fell into C 
great uncaſineſs. She thought he was ill, and 2 
would have ſent for a phyſician, Bui he ſaid, f 


« No, no; fend for Mr. Wheatley.” He was V 
ſent for, and came; and after aſking a few queſ- 

tions, told her, The boy is mad. Get a 
coach and carry him to Dr. Moenro. Uſe my W 


name. I have ſent ſeveral ſuch to him.” Who 1 
this Mr. H beatley is, I know not.” He was lec- t 
turer at Spitalfelds Church. The event vas, t. 


after the apothecary had half murdered him, he £ 2 
was diſcharged, and the lad ſoon recovered h 
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ſtrength. His ſenſes he never had loſt, The 
” ſuppoſing this, was a blunder from the beginning. 


„ THEss are the exploits which Mr. W. calls 
e, bleſſings from Gop e.“ (Certainly, I do; both 
ve , repentance and faith.) * And which therefore we 

| may call Os PN of his miniſtry.” (May 

: Gov increaſe them an hundred fold!) „ What 
at the Apoſtle calls good fruits, namely, doing much 
1a. good, Mr. M. tells us, belong not to true religi- 
ire © on.” I never told any man ſo yet. I tell all men. 
ird juſt the contrary. 


is? a 


th, | I MAY then ſafely leave all mnkiad to judge,, 
whether a ſingle article of the charge againſt me 
has yet been made good. So much for the firſt 


in charge, that I am a madman. Now for the. ſe- 
ſter cond, that I am a #nave. 
ves 


5. THe proof is ſhort : Every enthuſiaſt is 

a knave: but he is an enthuſiaſt. "Therefore he 

40) is a knave.” I deny both the firſt and ſecond 
36, Propoſition, * Nay, the firſt is proved thus. 
Enthuſiaſm muſt always be accompanied with 
into craft and knavery +.” Tt often is ſo, but not al- 
and ways: for there A be honeſt enthuſiaſts. There- 
aid, fore the whole account of that odd combination 
was which follows 4, is ingenious, but proves nothing, 


Yer I muſt touch upon one or two parts of 
it.“ An enthuſiaſt thinks he is diſpenſed with 
in breaking, nay, that he is authorized to break, 
the common laws of morality.” Does every en- 
thuſiaſt? Then Jam none: for I never thought 
any ſuch thing. I believe no man living is au- 
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thorized to break, or diſpenſed with in breaking 


tually) breaks one of the leaſt of theſe, ſball be 
called leaſt in the kingdom of heaven. 


„ Can any but an enthuſiaſt believe, that he 


may uſe guile to promote the glory of Gp?“ 


Yes, ten thouſand that are no enthufiaſts, firm- 
ly believe this. How few do we find that do not 
believe it? That do not plead for officious lies? 
How few will ſubſcribe to St. Auguſtin's decla- 
ration (to which I aſſent with my whole heart) 
«© I would not tell a willful lie, to fave the fouls 
of the whole world.” 


Bur to return: The wiſdom from above is 
without partiality and without hypocriſy. Partia- 
lity conſiſts in diſpenſing an unequal meaſure in 
our tranſactions with others: hypocriſy, in at- 
tempting to cover that unequal meaſure by pre- 
varication and falſe pretences.“ 


Tk former of theſe definitions is not clear: 
the latter, neither clear, nor adequate to the de- 


ned. 


Bur let this paſs. My partiality is now the 
point. What are the Proofs of it? 1. © His 
tollowers are always the children of Gop, his 
oppoſers, the children of the devil x.“ Neither 
fo, nor ſo. I never affirmed either one or the 
other univerſally. That ſome of the former are 
children of Gop, and ſome of the latter, chil- 
dren of the devil, I believe. But what will this 
prove ? 
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c Hts followers are directed by inward feelings, 
the impulſes of an inflamed fancy :” (no more 
than they are directed by the Alcoran) (, his op- 
poſers, by the Scripture.” What, while they 
are curſing, ſwearing, blaſpheming ; beating and 
maiming men that have done them no wrong, 
and treating women in a manner too ſhocking, 
to be repeated? 2. The next proof is very ex- 
traordinary. My words are, „I was with two 
perſons, who, I doubt, are properly enthuſiaſts : 
for, firft, they think to attain the end without 
the means, which is enthuſiaſm properly ſo 
called. Again, they think themſelves inſpired of 
Gop, and are not. But falſe, imaginary inſpira- 
tion is enthuſiaſm. That theirs is only imaginary 
inſpiration appears hence, it contradicts the law 


and the teſlimony. *” 


Now, by what art of man can this be made a 


proof of my partiality? Why thus: © Theſe are 


wiſe words. But what do they amount to? On- 
ly to this : that theſe two perſons would not take 
out their patents of inſpiration from his office. 
But what proof is there of this round aſſertion ? 
Truly, none at all. 


Full as extraordinary is the third proof of my 
partiality, ** Miſs Gr— told Mrs. Sy Mr. 
Weſley was a Papiſt. Upon this Miſs Gr. is ana- 


thematized. And we are told, that, in conſe- 


quence, ſhe had lately been raving mad, and as 


; ſuch was tied down in her bed. Yet all theſe 
* circumſtances of madneſs have befallen his fa- 
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vourite ſaints, whom he has vindicated from the 
opprobrium “.“ 


TRE paſſage in my Journal ſtands thus.“ Mrs. 
Spa. told me, two or three nights ſince, Miſs 
Gr. met me, and ſaid, I aſſure you, Mr. Weſley 
is a Fapiſt. Perhaps I necd obſerve no more 
upon this, than that Miſs Gr. had latcly been 
raving mad, in conſequence of a Fever; (not of 
an anathema which never had any being) that as 
ſuch ſhe was tied down in her bed; and as ſoon 
as ſhe was ſuffered to go abroad, went to Mr, 
II hitefield, to inquire of him, whether be was 
not a Papiſt? But he quickly perceived, ſhe was 
only a lunatick, the nature of her diſorder ſoon 
betraying itſelf.“ Certainly then my allowing 
her to be mad, is no proof of my partiality. I 
will allow every one to be fo, who is attended 
with e all theſe circumſtances ot madnel,.” 


4. © He pronounces ſentence of enthuſiaſm 
upon another, and tells us wherefore without any 
d. (guiſe. Here I took leave of a poor mad, orig:- 
nal enthuſiaſt, who had been ſcattering lies in 
every quarter.” It was the famous n Adams, 
ſince confined at Box, whoſe capital lie, the 
ſource of the reſt was, that he was a Prophet, 
greater than Mo/es, or any of the Apoſtles, And 
1s the pronouncing Lim a madman, a proof of my 
partiality ? 


5. I Hap much converſation with Mr. 
Simpſon, an original entbiſiaſt. I deſired him in 
the evening to give an exhortation, He did fo, 
and ſpoke many good things, in a manner pe- 
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culiar to himſelf,” (without order or connexion, 
lead or tail: and in a language very near as myſ- 
tical as that of Jacab Bebme.) © When he had 
done, I ſummed up what he had fad, methodiz- 
ing and explaining it. O what pity it is, this 
well-meaning, man ſhould ever ſpeak without an 
interpreter * ?” 


LeT this paſſage likewiſe ſtand as it is, and 
ho can gueſs how it is to prove my part tality ? 
But by a flight of hand, the thing is done. 
« How differently does Mr, ey treat theſe 
two enthuſiaſts? The fiiſt is accuſed of fpread- 
ing lies of bis maſter :”” (No, he never was any 
diſciple of mine:) “ On which Mr. V. tok 
bis leave of bim; a gentle expreſſion, to ſignify 
the thruſting him out, head and ſhoulders, from 
the ſociety of ſaints,” It ſigniſies neither more 
nor leſs, than that I went out of the room and 
left him. “ "The other's enthuſiaſm is made to 
conſiſt, only in want of methid.” No, His 
enthuſiaſm did not conſiſt in this. Tt was the 
cauſe of it. But he was quite another man 
than John Adams ; and I believe, a right ne 
man. 


6. © I was both ſurprized and grieved at a 
genuine inſtance of enthuſtaſm. I. B. who had 
received a ſenſe of the love of Gop a few days 
before, came riding through the town, hollow- 
ing and ſhouting and driving all the people before 
him, telling them, “ Gop had told him, he 
ſhould be a king, and ſhould tread all his ene- 
mies under his feet.” Itent him home imme- 
diately to his work, and adviſed him, to cry day 
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and night to Gop, that he might be lowly in 
heart, leſt Satan ſhould again get an advantage 
over bim,” 


WHarT this proves, or is intended to prove, 
I cannot tell. Certainly, neither this, nor any 
of the preceding paſlages, prove the point now 
in queſtion, my partiality. So this likewiſe is 
wholly unproved [til]. 


% WE ſhall end, where every fanatic leader 
ends, with his hypocriſy *.” Five arguments are 
brought in proof of this. I ſhall take them in 
their order. 1.“ After having heaped up mi- 
racles one upon another, he ſneaks away under 
the protection of a puny wonder. About five I 
began near the Keelmen's hoſpital, many thou- 
ſands ſtanding round. The wind was high juſt 
before, but ſcarce a breath was felt all the time 


we aſſembled before Gop. I praiſe Gop for 
this alſo. Is it enthuſiaſm, to ſee God in every © 


benefit we receive? It is not: the enthuſiaſm 
conſiſts in believing thoſe benefits to be confer- 
red, through a change in the eſtabliſhed courſe 


of nature. But here he inſinuates, that he meant 
no more by his miracles, than the ſeeing G 


in every benefit we receive f.“ That ſudden 
and total ceaſing of the wind, I impute to the 


particular providence of God. This I mean by | j 


eeing God therein. But this I knew many would 
count enthuſiaſm. In guarding againſt it, I had 
aneye to that ſingle incident, and no other. Nor 
did I inſinuate any thing more than I expreſſed, 
in as plain a manner as I could, 
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| A 11TTLE digreſſion follows, © A friend of 
his adviſes, not to eſtabliſh the power of working 
** miracles, as the great criterion of a divine miſſi- 
on: ſeeing the agreement of doctrines with 
> Scripture, is the only infallible rule “.“ © But 
» Chhriſt himſelf eſtabliſhes the power of working 
Y © miracles, as the great criterion of a divine miſ- 
ſion J.“ True, of a miſſion to be the Saviour 
is of the world: to put a period to the Fewiſh, and 
introduce the Chri/tian diſpenſation. And who- 
ever pretends to "one a miſſion, will ſtand in need 
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re I / 
in 2, „ He ſhifts and doubles no leſs“ (neither 
= leis, nor more) “ as to the extaſies of his ſaints, 


Sometimes they are of Gov, ſometimes of the 
el devil: But he is conſtant in this, that natural 
Abe 4 cauſes have no hand in them,” This is not true. 
In what are here termed extafies, ſtrong joy or 
grief, attended with various bodily ſymptoms, I 


for : have openly affirmed again and again, that natural 
cceauſes have a part. Nor did I ever ſhift or double 
alm on the head. I have ſteadily and uniformly 
fer- maintained, that if the mind be affeQed to ſuch 
a 4 degree, the body muſt be affected, by the 
eant Jaws of the vital union. The mind I believe 
+ fr | Was, in many of thoſe caſes, affected by the 


4 ſpirit of Gop, in others, by the devil, and in 
me ſome, by both: and in conſequence of this, the 
5 5 body was affected alſo. 3. Mr. V. ſays, I 
7 fear we have grieved the ſpirit of the jealous 
[ ha Bod, by queſtioning his work, and by blaſ- 
* 5 heming it, by imputing it to nature, or even 
fled, © the devil 1.“ True; by imputing the con- 
Mction and converſion of ſinners, which is the 
P. 230. 1 31. t P. 232, 233. 
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work of Gop alone, (becauſe of theſe unuſual 
circumſtances attending it) either to nature or 
to the devil. This is flat and plain. No preva- 
rication yet. Let us attend to the next proof 
of it. Innumerable cautions were given me, 
not to regard viſions or dreams, or to fancy peo- 
ple had remiſſion of ſins, becauſe of their cries, 
or tears, or outward profeſſions. Ihe ſum of 
my anſwer was, You deny that Gop does now 
work theſe effects : : at leaſt, that he works them 
in this manner. I affirm both.—I have ſeen very 
many perſons changed in a moment from a ſpirit 
of fear, horror, deſpair, to a ſpirit of love, joy, 
peace What | have to ſay touching viſions and 
dreams 1s this, I know ſeveral perſons in whom 
this great change was wrought in a dream, or 
during a ſtrong repreſentation to the eye of their 
mind, of Chriit either on the croſs, or in glory, 
This is the fact. Let any judge of it as they 
pleaſe. And that ſuch a change was then 
wrought, appears (not from their ſhedding tears 


only, or falling into fits, or crying out: theſe - 


are not the fruits; as you ſeem to ſuppo!: 65 


whereby I judge, but) from the whole tenor cf 
their life, till then many ways wicked, from | 


that time holy and juſt and — A Nay, he 
is ſo convinced of its being the 1w9rk of Gerd, that 
the horrid blaſphemies which enſued, he aſcribes 
to the abundance of joy which God had given to 
a poor, mad woman “*. Dol afcribe thoſe b/a/- 
phemies to her jay in Ged? No; but to her pride. 

My words are; I met with one, who having 
been /ifted up with the abundance of joy which 
Gob had given her, had tallen into fuch blal- 


phemies and vain imaginations, as are not coin- 


mon to men. In the atteravon I found another 
* 1 7 
2 234. a 
inſtance, 


1 


al | ® inſtance, nearly I fear, of the ſame kind: one 
” * who ſet her private revelations, ſo called, on the 
«| I elf ſame foot with the written word *.“ 

© © Bur howis this to proveprevarication? © Why, 
op I on a ſudden, he direfly revakes all he had ad- 
„ vanced. Ie ſays, © T told them, they were not 
of to judge of the ſpirit whereby any one ſpoke, 
= either by app-arances, or by common report, or by 


their own inward feelings, No, nor by any 
dreams, viſions or revelations,ſuppoſed to be made 
to the ſoul, any more than by their tears, or any 
„ Fino: luntary effefts wrought upon their bodies. I 


nd warned them, that ail theſe things were in them- 
OM ſclves of a doubtful, diſputable nature, They 
or migbt be from Gop, or they might not; and 
Ee uv ecre therefore not ſimply to be relied on, any 
y. more than ſimply to be condemned, but to be 
ney fried by a farther rule, to be brought to the on 
hen certain teſt, the law and the teflimony. Nov is 
als not this a formal recantation of what he had ſaid 
wr ja above * ?” Nothing lels, as I will ſhew in two 
ole, minutes, to every calm impartial man. What 
0 lay now, I have ſaid any time this thirty years : 
"ON FI have never varied therefrom for an hour. 
be. Every thing diſputable | is to be brought to the 
that 10, certain teſt, the law and the t-ſlimony. "= Hut 
"_ did not you talk juſt now of viſiaus and dreams“ 


Yes.; but not as of a eff of any thing; only as 
be channel through which Gop is ſometimes pleaſ- 
#1, to convey , Jay, peace, lang ſuffering, gen- 
%, grndneſs 1; fidelity, me elne ng temp ance, 
[ he indiſputable fruit of his ſpirit. And theſe we 
lay obſerve, wherever they exiſt, muſt be in- 
badly felt, Now where is the prevarication ? 
Rihere the formal recantation ® They are va- 
ö iſhed into air. 
: 
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Bur here is more proof: At length he gives 
up all theſe divine agitations to the devil l. 1 
enquired, ſays he, into the caſe of thoſe, who 
had lately cried out aloud during the preaching. 
I found this had come upon every one of them ® 
in a moment, without any previous notice. In 
that moment they dropt down, loſt all their 
ſtrength, and were ſeized with violent pain. Some 
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ſaid they felt as if a ſword were running through | 
them: others, as if their whole body was tearing |, 
in pieces. Theſe ſymptoms I can no more impute h 
to any natural cauſe, than to the ſpirit of Gp. 1 


I make no doubt, but it was Satan tearing them, 
as they were coming to Chriſt 4.” 


«© Now theſe were the very ſymptoms, which te 
he had before aſcribed to the ſpirit of Gop.“ on 
Never in my life. Indeed ſome of them I never | - 
met with before. Thoſe outward ſymptoms which | 
I had met with before, bodily agitations in par- fre 
ticular, I did not aſcribe to the ſpirit of Gop, but qu 
to the natural union of the foul and body, And ge 
thoſe ſymptoms which I now aſcribe to the devil, F © (i 
I never aſcribed to any other cauſe. The ſecond Þ bet 
proof of my prevarication or hypocriſy, is there- U « « 
fore juſt as concluſive as the firſt. no 


3. Now for the third. Mr. V. before Þ Rec 
ſpoke contemptuouſly of «rthodaxy, to take in the ¶ her 
ſectaries. But when he would take off Church- © mac 
men, then orthodoxy is the unum neceſſarium.” Wury 
Did I ever ſay ſo? No more than (in the other HO 
extreme) ſpeak contemptuouſly of it. Yes, you 
ſay, I deſcribed the plain, eld religion of the huſt 
Church of England, which is now almoſt ever} ¶ com 


* Page 230. „ cl 
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= where ſpoken againſt, under the new name of 
* methodiſm.” Very well: and what ſhadow of 
= prevarication is here? May I not ſtill declare the 
- plain, old religion of the Church of England, and 
yet very conſiſtently aver, that right opinion is a 


very ſlender part of it? 
1 | 
r > 4. Tur next paſſage, I am ſorry to ſay, is 
e neither related with ſeriouſneſs, nor truth.“ We 
h © have ſeen him inviting perſecution.” Never: 
gy though I © rejorced” in the inſtance alledged, at 
e having an opportunity of calling a multitude of 
D. the moſt abandoned ſinners to repentance. 
n, 
WHAT is peculiarly unfair is, the lame, falſe 

account is palmed upon me, by“ fo he himſelf 
ch | tells the ſtory.” I muſt therefore tell the ſtory 
b“ once more, in as few words as [ can. 
ver 


ich | | SUNDAY, Aug. 7. 1737. I repelled Mrs. VV. 


ar- from the communion. Tueſday 9. I was re- 
but quired by Mr. Bailiff Parker, to appear at the 
And next court. Thurſ. 11. Mr. Cauſton, her uncle, 
evil, | ſaid to me, © Give your reaſons for repelling her 
cond before the whole congregation.” I anſwered, 
1ere- ba “Sir, if you infitt upon it, I will.” But I heard 
no more of it. Afterward he ſaid (but not to 
me) Mr. V. had repelled Sephy out of revenge: 

Becauſe he had made propoſals of marriage to 
her which ſhe rejected.“ Tueſ. 16. Mrs. Wi. 
made affidavit of it. Thurſ. Sept. 1. a grand 
Jory, prepared by Mr. Cauſten, found, that“ Fobn 

Meſiey had broken the laws of the realm, by 
peaking and writing to Mrs. Vi. againſt her 


bf the huſband's conſent, and by repelling her from the 
ever) {icommunion,”? | 
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FRI DAN 2. was the third court day, at which # 
I appeared, ſince my being required fo to do by 
Mr. Parker. I moved for an immediate hearing; 
but was put off till the next court- day. On the, „ 
next court day I appeared again, as alſo at the® 7, 
two courts following; but could not be heard, t 
Thurſ. Nov. 3. I appeared in court again: and 1 
yet again on Tueſ. Nev. 22. on which day Mr. „ 
C. deſired to ſpeak with me, and read me an bi 
affidavit in which it was affirmed, that 1“ abuſed 8 
Mr. C. in his own houſe, calling him liar, vi- en 
lain, and ſo on.” It was likewiſe repeated, that jet 
I had been reprimanded at the laſt court, by Mr. no 
C. as an enemy to and hinderer of the public gu 
peace, 17 


c My friends agreed with me, that the time hic 
we looked for was now come. And the nent not 
morning, calling on Mr. C. J told him, © I de- civ 
ſigned to ſet out for England immediately.” rh 

FRIDAY Decem 2. I propoſed to ſet out for. c 
Carolina about noon. But about ten, the magi-| out 
ſtrates ſent for me, and told me, I muſt not go ney 
out of the province; for I had not anſwered thep if J 
allegations laid againſt me.” I replied, ** I have Ge 
appeared at ſix or ſeven courts, in order to an-] not 
ſwer them. But I was not ſuffered fo to do. this 
After a few more words, I ſaid, * You uſe me irt, 
very ill. And ſo you do the truſtees. You knoviſÞ 
your buſineſs, and I know mine. * M 


one | 

In the afternoon, they publiſhed an orde!, . 
forbidding any to aſſiſt me in going out of theſ for þ 
province. But I knew, I had no more buſineß A. H 


there. So as ſoon as evening prayer was over 
the 4 * p 


% | 
* 5 


1 


4 the tide then ſerving, I took boat at the Bluff, 
for Carolina. 


Tuls is the plain account of the matter. I 


necd only add a remark or two on the pleaſantry 


my cenſurer. 


« He had recourſe, as uſual, 
his revelations. 


I conſulted my friends, whe- 


ther GoD did nat call me to England*, Not by 
revelations : theſe were out of the queſtion ; 


t by clear, ſtrong reaſons. * The magiſtrate 


ſoon quickened his pace, by declaring him an 


77 


No ; that ſenſe- 


emy to the public peace. 


leſs aſſertion of Mr. C. made me go neither ſooner 


guiſb tor perſecution.” 


later. The reader has ſeen him long lan- 


What, before Novem, 


1737! I never languiſbed for it either before or 


ſince. 


But I /ubmit to what pleaſes Gop. © To 


hide his poltronery in a bravado, he gave public 


lice of his apoſtolical intention +.” Kind and 


civil! I may be excuſed from taking notice of 
what follows. It is equally ſerious and genteel. 


„ Hap his /ongings for perſecution been with- 


t bypocriſy”'—The ſame miſtake thronghout. I 
ver longed or profe//ed to long for it at all. But 
I had profeſſed it ever ſince I returned from 


Georgia, What was done before I returned, could 


not prove that profeſſion to be bypocriſy. 


So all 


| this ribaldry ſerves no end; only to throw much 
girt, it haply ſome may ſtick. 
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MAN TIE, how many untruths are here in 
e page ? 1. © He made the path doubly per- 


ext for his followers, 2. He left them to anſwer 
r his crimes, 


3. He longed for perſecution. 
He went as far as Georgia for it. 5. The 


T FP. 243. 
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truth of his miſſion was gueſtroned by the magi- u 
ſtrate, and 6. decried by the people. 7. For his o 
falſe morals. 8. "The goſpel was wounded through « 
the ſides of its pretended miſſionary. g. The firitÞ © +; 
Chriſtian preachers offered up themſelves; (f{Þ fe 
did I.) Inſtead of this, our paltry mimic“ Bona] ne 
verba ! Surely a writer ſhould reverence himſelſ, 
how much ſoever he deſpiſes his opponent. 80 
upon the whole, this proof of my hypocriſy, ia * 
as lame as the three former. Wh: 


5. Wr have ſeen above, how he ſets all let 
prudence at defiance,” None but falſe prudence, no 
e But he uſes a different language, when his ri co 
vals are to be reſtrained.” No: always the ſame, pri 
both with regard to fal/e prudence and true. rec 


4 Bur take the affair from the beginning 
He began to ſuſpect rivals in the year yg | £ 
For he ſays, ** Remembering how many that 
came after me were preferred before me.” "Thy fort 
very next words ſhew, in what ſenſe. They ba Jays 
attained unto the law of righteouſneſs : 1 had not} r. 
But what has this to do with rivals ? as h 


HowE VTR go on. © At this time (Dec. I (the 
1739) his opening the Bible, afforded him buf giſp. 
ſmall relief. He ſunk fo far in his deſpondencyÞ Wil 
as to doubt if Gon would not lay him aſide, auf vit 
ſend other labourers into his harveſt.“ But th him. 
was another time. It was June 22. And the over 
caſion of the doubt is expreſly mentioned. 
preached, but had no life or ſpirit in me, a 
was much in doubt,“ on that account, Not of 
account of Mr. J/hitefield. He did not © A 
begin to ſet up for himſelf. We were in tf 
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gi union; nor was there the leaſt ſhadow of rival 
his or contention between us. I fill ſincerely 
ugh praiſe Gop for his wiſdom, in giving different 
firitÞ © talents to different preachers * ;” and particularly 
(ſof for his giving Mr. Vb. the talents which I have 
Bona] not. 
fel 
So 6, WHnar farther proof of Hp eri? Why, 
y, i c he had given innumerable flirts of contempt in 
his Journals againſt human learning .“ Where? 
I do not know. Let the paſſages be cited. Elſe 
ts allf jet me ſpeak for it ever ſo much, it will prove 
lence nothing. At laſt he was forced to have re- 
1is ri courſe to what he had ſo much ſcorned, I mean 
ſame} prudence Þ.” All a miſtake, J hope never to have 
\ recourſe to falſe prudence, And true prudence I 
never ſcorned. 
aning} * 
nine © Hr might have. met Mr. Ib. half way. 
tha But he was too formidable a viva hg. With a leſs 
p he formidable one he purſues this way. I laboured, 
ey bal Jays he, to convince Mr. Gr.” (my aſſiſtant, not 
ad not} Fival) that he had not done well, in confuting, 
as he termed it, the fermon I preached the Sun- 
day before. I aſked, Will you meet me halt way? 
Dec. A che words following put my meaning beyond all 
im buÞTiſpute.) I will never publickly preach againſt you. 
dencyÞIVill not you, againſt me? Here we ſee a fair 
de, anfÞ@vitation to Mr. Gr. to play the hypocrite with 
Zut ti zim.“ Not in the leaſt. Each might ſimply de- 
the over his own ſentiments, without preaching againſt 
|, © We other. © We conclude, that Mr, Weſley, a- 
ne, arfMnidſt his warmeſt exclamations againſt 4% pru- 
Not once, had ſtill a ſuccedaneum, which he indeed 
ce n:W/ls prudence. But its true name is craft g.“ 
e in fi ; 
P. 260. P. 282, 253. P. 285. 
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prudence, ſuch as was recommended by our LORD 
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Craft is an eſſential part of worldly prudence 
'This I deteſt and abhor. And let him prove ii 
upon me, that can. But it muſt be by better 
arguments than the foregoing. Truly Chriſtian 


and praQiſed by him and his apoſtles, I reverenc: 
and deſire to learn, being convinced of its abun: 
cant uſefulneſs. 


I xxow nothing material in the argument . 
which I have left untouched. And I muſt nov 

refer it to all the world, whether, tor all that has 
been brought to the contrary, I may not {bl Pc 
have a meaſure of the wiſdom from ab:ve, whr(h 

is firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle, eaſy to be iu. B 
treated; full of mercy, and good fruits; without 15 
partiality and without bypocriſy. , 


IAE ſpoke abundantly more concerning 
myſelf than J intended or expected. Yet I mull Jul 
beg leave to add a few words more. How far! 
am from being an enemy to prudence, I hope ap | 
pears already. It remains to enquire, whether! = 
am an enemy to reaſon, or natural religion? 


« As to the firſt, he frankly tells us, The fa, 
ther of lies was the father of reaſonings alſo, Fo 
he ſays, I obſerved more and more, the advan: 
tage Satan had gained over us. Many were thrown5 
into idle hy ng [LN Yes, and they were hun 
thereby. But reaſon is good, though idle re a 
fonings are evil. Nor does it follow, that I anf F 
1 enemy to the one, becauſe I condemn the / 
Other. 


How EVE 
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1-nf HowEveR you are an enemy to natural reli- 
gion. For you ſay, a Frenchman gave us a full 


eiter pccount of the Chizaſaws, They do nothing 
ia Put ea and drink and ſmoak, from morning till 
rp, bight, and almoſt from night till morning. For 
renc, they rife at any hour of the night when they 
\bun. awake, and after eating and drinking as much 


as they can, go to ſleep again. Hence we could 
not but remark, what 1s the religion of nature, 
mem Properly fo called, or that religion which flows 

= natural reaſon, unaſſiſted by revelation *.“ 
| I believe this diſpute may be cut ſhort, by only 
+ sti befining the term. What does your Lordſhip 
mean by natural religion? A {yflem of principles 
But I mean by it, in this place, mens natural 
manners. Theſe certainly“ flow from their na- 
wir paſſions and appetites,” with that degree of 
reaſon which they have. And this, in other in- 
ſtances, is not contemptible; though it is not 


Jufficient to teach them true religion. 


wh) 
be iu. 
ithout 


erning 
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"far 11-8 

"1 rRocerd to confer. * in the facend 
we place, what is advanced concerning the Opera- 
7 eri tions of the Holy Spirit. 

ne f © OVvR bleſſed redeemer promiſed to ſend 
„ Fol mong his followers the Holy Ghoſt, called the 
; Spirit of Truth and the Comforter, which ſhould 
round Operate with man, in eftabliſhing bis faith and 
a in perfeting his obedience; or in other words, 


le rec Phould ſandliſy him to redemption .“ 


- I ani | | 
i a # AccoRDINGLY, © the ſan#ification and re- 


empticn of the world, man cannot fruſtrate nor 
gender incflectual. For it is not in his power, to 


D 


1d van: 


[EVER 


8 * 
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make that to be undone, which is once done and 
perfected .“ 


I Do not comprehend. Is all the world ſanc- | 


tified ? Is not to be ſanHified the ſame as to be 


made holy? Is all the world holy ? And © can | 


no man fruſtrate” his own ſan&ification ? 


« THE Holy Ghoſt eſtabliſhes our faith and 


perfefts our obedience, by inlightening the un- 


derſtanding, and rectiſying the will f.“ 


c In the former reſpect, 1. He gave the gift | 


of tongues at the day of Pentecoſt.” 


IN DEE D enthuſraſls in their extacies have 
talked very fluently in languages they had a very 
imperfect knowledge of in their ſober intervals.” 
I can no more believe this, on the credit of 
Lord Shafteſbury and a P:piſh exorciſt, than | 
can believe the tale of * an hundred people 


talking without tongues,” on the credit of D/ 


Middleton. 


© Ihe othet gifts of the ſpirit, St. Paul reckon: | 


— 


— 


up thus. To one is given the word of wiſdom, i 
another the word of knowledge, to another the gift 


of healing, to another working of miracles, to ant 


tber prophecy, to another the diſcerning of ſpirits" 


But why are the other three left out? Faith 


divers kinds of tongues, and the interpretation ii 


tongues © | 


I BeLIEvE the word of wiſdom means, ligi! | 
to explain the manifold wiſdom of Gop, in ti: 
grand ſcheme of goſpel-ſalvation ; the wore 1 
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knowledge, a power of explaining the Old-Te- 
ſtament types and prophecies. Faith may mean, 
an extraordinary truſt in Gop, under the moſt 
dificult and dangerous circumſtances: the gifts 
of healing, a miraculous power of curing diſ- 
eaſes: the diſcerning of ſpirits, a ſupernatural 


* diſcernment, whether men were upright or not? 


Whether they were qualified for offices in the 
Church ? And whether they who profeſt to ſpeak 
by inſpiration, really did fo, or not? 


BuT © the richeſt of the fruits of the ſpirit is 
the inſpiration of Scripture *. Herein the promiſe, 
that the Comforter ſhould abide with us for ever, is 
eminently fulfilled, For though his ordinary in- 
fluence occaſionally aſſiſts the faithful of all ages, 

et his conſtant abode and ſupreme illumination is 
in the ſcripture of the New Teſtament . I. 


mean, he is there only, as the illuminator of the 
under ſtanding. 


Bur does this agree with the following words? 
Nature is not able to keep a mean. But grace is 
able : for the ſpirit belpeth our infirmities, We 


muſt apply to the guide of truth, to prevent our 


being carried absut with divers and ſtrange doc— 
trines .“ Is he not then every where, to illumi- 
nate the under/tanding, as well as to refify the 
will? And indeed, do we not need the one, as 
continually as the other ? 


Bur how did he inſpire the ſcripture? He fo 


directed the writers, that 5 conſiderable error 


ſhould tall from them ||.” Nay, will not the al- 


| lowing, there is any error in ſcripture, ſhake the 


F 1 authority of the whole 7 
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Ac Alx, what is the difference between the! 

immediate and the virtual influence of the Holy þ 
Spirit? I know, Milton fpeaks of © virtual or 
immediate touch,” But moſt incline to think, 

virtual touch 1s no touch at all. | 


Wert the ſtyle of the New Teſtament . 
terly rude and barbarous, and abounding with eve- 
ry fault that can poſſibly detorm a language; 
this is ſo far from proving ſuch language not di- 
vinely inſpired, that it is one certain mark of | 
this original ®,” 


- = - I. 7 _ 


A vEHEMENT paradox this. But it is not F 
proved yet, and probably never will, 


« Tux labours of thoſe who have attempted 
to defend the purity of Scripture-Greek, have! 7 
been very idly employed +,” 


BD 


OTHERs think, they have been very wiſely} 1 
employed, and that they have 2 proved] ** 
their point. 


HAVING now * confidered the operations of * 
the Holy Spirit, as the guide of truth, who clears Þ ;' 
and enlightens the underſtanding, I proceed to 
conſider him as the comforter, who purifies and os 
fupports the will .“ 


for 

«© SACRED antiquity is full in its accounts of " 
the ſudden and entire change, made by the Holy Þ — 
Spirit in the diſpoſitions and manners of thoſe 


whom it had inlightened : inſtantaneouſly effacing Þ Ga 
their evil habits, and familiarizing them to the ““ 
performance of every good attion ||.” 
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No natural cauſe could effect this. Nei- 

ther /anaticiſm nor ſuperſlition, nor both of them, 
will account for fo /udden and laſting a conver- 
ſion. 


Superſtition never effects any confiderable 
change in the manners, Its utmoſt force is juſt 
enough, to make us exact in the ceremonious 
offices of religion, or to cauſe ſome acts of pe- 

nitence, as death approaches &.“ 


% Fonaticiſm indeed acts with greater violence, 
and by influencing the will, frequently forces 
the manners from their bent, and ſometimes 
effaces the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of cuſtom and 
nature. But this tervor, though violent, is rare] 
laſting : never ſo long, as to eſtabliſh the. new 
Fo. into an habit, * So that when its rage ſub- 
lides, as it very ſoon does, (but where it drives 
into downright madneſs) the bias on the. will 
keeps abating, till all the former. habitudes re- 
cover their relaxed tone 1.“ 


Never were reflections more juſt than theſe. 
And whoever applies them to the matters of 
fact, which daily occur all over England, and 
particularly ia Londen, will eafily diſcern, that 
the changes now wrought, cannot be accounted 
for by natural cauſes : not by ſuperſtitien: for 
the manners are changed; the whole life and con- 
verſation: not by fanatici/m : for theſe changes 
| are ſo “ /a/ting, as to eſtabliſh the new m in- 
to a habit :” not by mere reaſon: for they are 
| ſudden; therefore they can only be wrought by 
the Holy Spirit. 
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As to Savanarola's being a fanatic, or aſſum- 
ing the perſon of a prophet, I cannot take a pe. 
piſh hiſtorian's word. And what a man fays on 
the rack proves nothing: no more than his dying 7 
ſilent. Probably this might ariſe, from ſhame  .. 
and conſciouſneſs of having accuſed himſelf falſ:-F „ 
ly under the torture. 4 


«© BUr how does the ſpirit, as comforter, 4 
bide with us for ever! He abides with the Church h. 
for ever, as well perſonally, in his office of com- XY 
forter, as virtually, in his office of enlight- pl 

* 5 
ener *, -p 


2 


Do ks he not then abide with the Church per- ne 
ſenally, in both theſe reſpects ? What is meant] m 
by abiding virtually? And what is the difference | „ 
between abiding virtually, and abiding perſen-] {þ, 
ally P CEL 


c TRE only queſtion will be, Ddes he ſtill! , 
exerciſe his office, in the ſame extraordinary man- 0. 
ner as in the apoſtles days 1.“ 171 


I x xow none that affirms it. St. Paul has de- go 
termined this queſtion. Charity, ſays he, never Þ the 
faileth. But whether there be prophecies, they ſhall Þ dic 
fail, whether there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe, Þ fol, 
whether there be knowledge, it (hall vaniſh 4. tha 
way 8 C, 


© THE common opinion is, that this re ſpects Þ rac 
another life, as he inforces his argument by this I yet 
obſervation, Now we ſee through a glaſs darkly; Nen. 
but then face to face. Now we know in part: Cn 
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but were wanting in charity. 


Mil 
never 


dice, and to ſupp 
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but then ſhall we know, even as alſa w2? are 
* known *. 


« Bur the apoſtle means, charity is to accom- 
pany the Church in ail its ages: whereas pr: :phe- 
cy and all the reft are only beſtowed, during ts 


infant late, io ſupport it againſt the deluſions 
and powers of darkneſs +.” 


« THE Corinthians abounded in theſe giti, 
And this the a- 
poſtle here expoles, by proving charity to be ſu- 
perior to them all, both in its qualities and du- 
ration. The three firſt verſes declare, that the 
other gifts are uſeleſs without charity. The 
next four ſpecity the qualities of charity ; the re- 
maining ſix declare its continuance t. Charity 
n ver faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they ſball fail, whether there be tonguzs, they ſhall 
ceaſe, whether there be xuνẽ whedge, it ſhall vaniſh 
away. Inthe next verſe he gives the reaſon. For 
we know in part, and we propheſy in part; but 
when that twhich is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part ſhall be done away, i. e. when that Chri/- 
lian life, the lines of which are marked out by the 
goſpel, ſhall arrive to its ſull viger and maturity; 

then the temporary aids, given to ſubdue preju- 
ort the weak, ſhall, like ſcaf- 
folding, be removed.” „In other words, when 


that Chri/tian life, wherein the apoſtles and firſt 


Chriſtiant were but infants, ſhail arrive to its full 
vighr and maturity in their ſucceſſors, then mi- 


racles ſhall ceaſe.” But TI fear that time is not 
Jet come. 
enſoy more of the wg5r, and maturity of the 
Chriſtian life, than the very firſt Chriſtians did, 


[ doubt, none that are now alive, 
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* To ſhew that the loſs of theſe will not he 
regretted, when the church has advanced from 
a ſtate of infancy to manbood,” (alas the day 
Were the apoſtles but infants to us?) “ he illuſ- 
trates the caſe by an elegant ſimluude. Ven 1 
was a child I ſpake as a child —but when I became 
a man, I put away childiſh things. His next re- 


mark, concerning the defects of human know- F 


ledge, is only an occafional anſwer to an objec- 
tion. And the laſt verſe ſhews, that the ſuperior 


duration of charity refers to the preſent life only. 
Now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe three; but 


the greateſt of * is charity. That is, you may 
perhaps object, 


main in the church, when prophecy, tongues 


and knowledge are ceaſed : they will fo ; but F 
fill charity is the greateſt, becauſe of its excel- Þ 


lent qualities “.“ 


& Tx laſt verſe ſhews l“ Is not this begging 
the queſtion ? How forced is all this? The plain, 


natural meaning of the paſſage is, Love (the ab- 


ſolute neceſſity, and the nature of which is ſhewi 


in the foregoing verſes) has another commenda- Þ 


tion, it never faileth ; it accompanies and adorns 
us to eternity. But whether there be prophecies, 


they ſhall fail, when all things are fulfilled, and 


Gop is all in all: whether there be tongues, they 

all ceaſe, One language ſhall prevail among 
all the inhabitants of heaven, while the low, im- 
perfect languages of earth are forgotten. The 
knowledge likewiſe we now ſo eagerly purſue, 
/hall then vaniſh away, As ſtar-light is loſt n 
that of the mid-day fun, ſo our preſent know- 
ledge in the light of eternity, For we know in 
Pari, and we propheſy in part. We have here but 
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aith and hope will likewiſe re- 


N 
ſhort, narrow, imperfect conceptions, even of 
the things round about us, and much more of the 


deep things of Gop. And even the prophecies 
which men deliver from God, are far from 
taking in the whole of future events. But when 
that which is perfect is come, at death, and in the 
laſt day, that which it in part ſhall be done away. 
Both that low, imperfect, glimmering light, 
which is all the knowledge we can now attain to: 
and theſe flow and unſatisfactory methodsot attain- 
ing, as well as of imparting it to others, When I 
was a child, I talked as a child, J underſto2d as 
a child, I reaſoned as a child. As if he had ſaid, 
In our preſent ſtate, we are mere infants, com- 
pared to what we ſhail be bereafter: but when I 
became a man, I put away childiſh things : and a 


© proportionable change ſhall we all find, when we 
launch into eternity. 


Now we ſee, even the 
things which ſurround us, by means of @ glaſs or 
mirror, in a dim, faint, obſcure manner, ſo that 
every thing is a kind of r/dd/z to us: but then 
we ſhall ſee, not a faint reflection, but the objects 
themſelves, face ts face, directly and diſtinctly. 
Now 1 know but in parti. Even when Gop re- 
veals things to me, great part of them is ſtill. 
kept under the veil: but then ſhall I knaw, even. 
as d alſo am known: in a clear, full, compre- 
henſive manner, in ſome meaſure like God, 
who penetrates the center of every object, and 
ſees at one glance thro* my ſoul, and all things. 
And now, during. the preſent life, abide theſe 
three, faith, hope, laue : but the greateſt of theſe, 
in its duration, as well as the excellence of its na- 
lure, is /ove, Faith, hope, love, are the ſum 


of perfection on earth: love alone is the ſum of 
perfection in heaven. 
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« TT appears then, that the miraculous pow- 
ers of the church, were to ceaſe upon its per fed 
etabliſhment *.“ Nothing like it appears from thi; 
ſcripture. But ſuppoſing it did, is Chriſtianity 
perfectiy eftabliſhed yet? Even nominal Chriltia- 
nity ? Mr. Brereweed took large pains to be ful. 
ly informed. And, according to his account, 
five parts in ſix of the known world, are Maho. 


metans or Pagans to this day. If fo, Chriſtia- F 


nity-is yet far from being perfely eſtabliſhed, ei- 
ther in Europe, Aſia, Africa, or America. 


«© HavinG now eſtabliſhed the fa#, (wonder- 
fully eſtabliſhed !) we may enquire into the , 


neſs of it, There were two cauſes of the extia- 


ordinary operations of the Holy Spirit, one to ma- 
nifeſt his miſſion, (and this was done once for all 
the other to comfort and inflruct the church +.” 


e Ar his firſt deſcent on the Apoſtles, !:: 


found their minds rude and uninformed, firan-F 


gers to all heavenly knowledge, and uttc:' 


averſe to the goſpel. He illuminated their mind 


with all neceſſary truth. For a rule of fan 
not being yet compoſed,” (No! Had they no: 
the law and the prophets?) ©& ſome extraardina 


infuſion of his virtue was ſtill neceflary. Bi: f 


when this rule was perfected, part of this office 
was transferred upon the ſacred canon and his in- 
lightning grace was not to be expected in ſuc 


abundant meaſure, as to make the recipients . 
fallible guides 4 


CERTAINLY it was not. If this is all that i 
intended, no one will gainſay. 
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CN ˙r modern fanatics pretend to as high a 
degree of divine communications, as if no ſuch 
rule were in being:” (I donot:) © or at leaſt, as 
if that rule, needed the /urth:r aſſiſiance of the 
Holy Spirit to explain his own meaning.“ This 
is quite another thing. I do firmly believe, (and 
what ſerious man does not?) Omnis ſeripturà le- 
gi debet eo ſpiritu quo ſcripta eft : we need the ſame 
Spirit to under/tand the Scripture, which enabled 
the holy men ot old to w2zte it. 


e AG Alx, the whole ſtrength of human pre- 
judices was then ſet in oppoſition to the goſpel, to 
overcome the obſtinacy and violence of which, 
nothing leſs than the power of the Holy One 
was ſufficient . At preſent, whatever preju- 
dice may remain, it draws the other way.” What, 
toward holineſs? Toward temperance and chaſ- 
tity? Toward juſtice, mercy, and truth? Quite 
the reverſe. And to overcome the obſtinacy and 
violence of the heart-prejudices which till lie a- 
gainſt theſe, the power of the Holy One is as 


neceſſary now, as ever it was from the beginning 
of the world. 


** A FURTHER reaſon for the ceaſing of mi- 
racles 1s, the peace and fecurity of the church, 
The profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith, is now at- 
tended with eaſe and honour,” ** The profeſſi- 
ane“ true: but not the thing itſelf: as all that 
will live godly in Chriſt Feſus experience. 


gor if miracles are not ceaſed, why do you 
not prove your miſſion thereby?“ As your Lord- 
hip has frequently ſpoke to this effect, I will now 
give a clear anſwer. And I purpoſely do it, in 
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the ſame words, which I publiſhed many years 
ſince. 


1. T HAvE in fome meaſure explained my- 
ſelf on the head of miracles,. in the third part of 
the Farther Appeal. But ſince you repeat the de- 
mand, (tho' without taking any notice of the ar- 
guments there advanced) I will: endeavour once 
more to give you a diſtinct, full, and determi- 
nate anſwer. And 1. I acknowledge, that I have 
ſeen with my eyes, and heard with my ears, ſe- 
veral things, which, to the heſt of my judg- 
ment, cannot be accounted for, by the ordinary 
courſe of natural cauſes, and which, I therefore | 
believe, ought to be aſcribed to the extraordinary | 
interpoſition of God. If any. man chuſe to ſtile 
theſe miracles, I reclaim not. I have diligently 
enquired into the tacts. I have weighed the pre- 
ceding and following circumſtances. I have 1 i 
ſtrove to account for them in a natural way:  \ 
but could not, without doing violence to my i 
' reaſon. Not to go far back, I am clearly per- T 
ſuaded, that the ſudden deliverance of J Hay- C 
din was one inſtance of this kind, and my own Þ v 
recovery on May the 1oth, apether. I cannot c 
account for either of theſe in a natural way. 1 


Therefore I believe they were both ſuper- f 


natural, 1 
ſt 

I wusT, ſecondly, obſerve, that the truth of tl 
theſe facts is ſupported by the ſame kind of proof, (v 
as that of all other facts is wont to be, namely, el 


the teſtimony of competent witneſſes. And that 
the teſtimony here, is in as high a degree as any 
reaſonable man can delire. Thoſe witneſſes 
were many in number: They could not be de- 
ceived themſelves ; for the fact in queſtion they 


ſaw with their own eyes, and heard with their 
own 


663) 
own ears. Nor 1s it credible, that fo many of 
them would combine together with a view of de- 
ceiving others; the greater part being men who 
feared God, as appeared by the general tenor 
of their lives. Thus, in the caſe of '7o. Haydon : 
This thing was not contrived and executed in a 
corner, and in the preſence of his own famil 

only, or three or four perſons prepared for the 
purpoſe. No; it was in an open ſtreet in the 
city of Brifto/, at one or two in the afternoon. 
And the doors being open from the beginning, 
not only many of the neighbours, from every 
ſide, but ſeveral others (indeed whoſoever deſir- 
ed it) went in till the houſe could contain no 
more. Nor yet does the account of my own 
illneſs and recovery depend, as you ſuppoſe, on my 
bare word. | here were many witneſſes, both of 
my diſorder, on Friday and Saturday, and my ly- 
ing down moſt part of Sunday, (a thing they were 
well ſatisfied could not be the effect of a ſlight 
indiſpoſition) and all who ſaw me that evening, 
plainly diſcerned (what I could not wholly con- 
ceal) that I was in pain : about two hundred of 
whom were preſcnt, when I was ſeized with the 
cough, which cut me ſhort, ſo that I could ſpeak 
no more; till I cried aloud, Lord, increafe my 
taith: Lord, confirm the word of thy grace.” 
Ihe ſame perſons ſaw and heard, that at that in- 
ſtant I changed my poſture, and broke out into 
thankſgiving : that quickly after I ſtood upright, 
(which I could not before) and ſhewed no ſign 
either of ſickneſs or pain, | 


Vr I muſt deſire you well to obſerve, thirdly, 
that my will, or choice, or defire, had no place 
either in this, or any caſe of this, kind that 
has ever fallen under my notice. Five minutes 


| before I had no thought of this. I expected no- 


thing 


6 


thing leſs. I was willing to wait for a gradnal 
recovery, in the ordinary uſe of out ward means, 
I did not look for any other cure, till the mo- 
ment before I found it. And it is my belief, that 
the caſe was always the ſame with regard to the 
moſt rea! and undoubted miracles: I believe 
Gop never interpoſed his miraculous power, but 
according to his own ſyvereign will: not accord- 
ing to the will or man; ne!ther of him by whom 
he wrought, nor of any other man whatſoever. 
The wiſdom, as well as the power, are his; 


nor can I find that ever, from the beginning ot 


the world, he lodged this power in any mere 
man, to be uſed whenever that man ſaw good. 
Suppoſe therefore, there was a man now upon 
earth, who did work real and undoubted miracles ; 
J would aſk, by whoſe Power doth he work 
theſe? And at whoie pleaſure? His own, or 
God's? Not his own; but God's. But if fo, 
then your demand is made not on man, but on 
God. I cannot ſay it is modeſt, thus to chal- 
lenge God; or well-ſuiting the relation of a crea- 
ture to his Creator. 


2. Howevek, I cannot but think, there have 
been already ſo many interpoſitions of divine 
power, as will ſhortly leave you without excuſe, 
if you either deny or deſpiſe them, We deſire 
no favour ; but the juſtice, that diligent enqui— 
ry may be made concerning them. We are rea- 
dy to name the perſons on whom the power was 
ſhewn, which belongeth to none but God; (not 
one or two, of ten or twelve only) to point out 
their places of abode : and we engage, they ſhal! 
anſwer every pertinent queſtion, fairly and di- 
rely; and if required, ſhall give all theſe an- 
iwers upon oath, before any who are impowered 
to receive them. Il is our particular requeſt, that 


the 
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> the circumſtances which went before, which ac- 


companied, and which followed after the fads 
under conſideration, may be thoroughly examin- 


ed, and punctually noted down. Let but this 
be done (and 1s it not highly needful it ſhould ? 
at leaſt by thoſe who would form an exact judg- 
ment?) and we have no fear, that any reaſonable 
man ſhould ſcruple to ſay, This hath Gad 
wrought, 


As there have been already ſo many inſtances 


of this kind far beyond what we dared to aſk, or 


think, I cannot take upon me to ſay, whether 
or no, it will pleaſe God to add to their number. 


Ihave not herein known the mind of the Lord, 


neither am I his counſellor, He may, or he may 
not; I cannot affirm or deny. I have no light, 
and I have no deſire either way, It is the Lord: 
let him do what ſeemeth him goed. I deſire only to 


be as clay in his hand. 


3. Bur what if there were now to be wrought © 


ever ſo many real and undoubted miracles ? (I 
| ſuppoſe you mean by undoubted, ſuch as being 


ſufficiently atteſted, ought not to be doubted of.) 


Why, this, you ſay, would put the controver fy on 
a ſhort foot, and be an effeftual proof of the truth of 


your pretences. 


By no means. As common as 
this aſſertion is, there is none upon earth more 


| falſe. Suppoſe a teacher was now, on this very day, 


to work real and undoulted miracles, this would 
extremely little ſhorten the controverſy between 


him and the greater part of his oppoſers. For 
all this would not force them to believe; but 
many would ſtill ſtand juſt where they did before: 
| ſeeing men may harden their hearts againſt mira- 
cles, as well as againſt arguments, | 
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So men have done, from the beginning of the 
world : even againſt ſuch ſignal, glorious mira- 
cles, againſt ſuch interpoſitions of the power of 
God, as may not be again till the conſummation 
of all things. Permit me to remind you only of 
a few inſtances; and to obſerve, that the argu- 
ment holds 4 fortrori : for who will ever be im- 
powered of God again, to work /uch miracles as 
theſe were? Did Pharaoh look on all that Mz/cs 
and Aaron wrought as an effe ful provf of the 
truth of their pretences ? Even when the Lord 
made the ſea to be dry land, and the waters were 
divided; when the children of Iſrael went into 
the midſt of the fea, and the waters were a wall 
on the right and on the left? Ixod, xiv. 21, 22, 


Nay : 


The wounded dragon rag'd in vain; 
And fierce, the utmoſt plagues to brave, 
Madly he dar'd, the parted main, 
And ſunk beneath th' o'erwhelming wave. 


Was all this an Fu proof of the truth of their 
pretences, to the Iſraelites themſelves? It was 
not: they were ſtill ai/obedient at the ſea; even at 
the Red Seal Was the giving them wy Dy day 
bread from heaven, an effeftual proof to thoſe two 
bundred and fifty of the princes of the aſſembly, fa. 
mous in the congregation, men of renown, who ſaid 
with Dathan and Abiram, Wilt thou put out tot 
eyes of theſe men? Wie will not come up. Num), 
xvi. 14. Nay, when the ground clave aſunder th! 
was under them, and the earth opened ber mutt 
and ſwallowed them ut ! (ver. 32.) Neither was 
this an effefual prozf to thoſe who ſaw it with 
their eycs, and heard the cries of thoſe who 
went, down into the pit : but the very next Ca? 
they murmured againſi Moſes, and againſt Aaron, 
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pf faying, Ye bave killed the people of the Lord (ver, F 


41.) Was not the caſe generally the ſame with 
regard to the prophets that followed ? Several of 
whom fopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, and did many other mighty works: 
yet their own people received them not. Yet 
they were floned, they were ſawn aſunder, they 
were ſlain with the ſword; they were deſtitute, 
afflifled, tormented ! Utterly contrary to the com- 
monly received ſuppoſition, ** "That the work- 
ing real, undoubted miracles, muſt bring all con- 
troverſy to an end, and convince every gain= 
ſayer.“ 


Lr us come nearer yet. How ſtood the caſe 
between our Lord himſelf and his oppoſers? Did 
he not work real and undoubted miracles? And 
what was the effect? Still when Je came to 
bis own, his own received him not. Still be 
was deſpiſed and rejected of men, Still it was a 
challenge not to be anſwered, Fave any of the 
rulers, or of the Phariſees, believed on bim 
After this, how can you imagine, that whoever 
works miracles, nor convince all men of the 
truth of bis pretences ? 


I wovLD juſt remind you of only one inſtance 
more, There ſat a certain man at 14 impo · 
tent in bis feet, being a cripple from his mother*s 
womb, who never had walked, The ſame heard 


| Paul ſpeak : 10bs fledfaftly bebolding him, and per- 
ceiving he had faith to be bealed, ſaid with a leud 


vatce, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped 
and walked, Here was ſo undoubted a miracle, 
that the people lifted up their voices, ſaying, The 
Gods are come down in ihe likeneſs of men. But 
how long were even theſe convinced of the truth 
of his pretences ® Only till there came thi ther 
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certain Fews from Antioch and Iconium; and then 
they /toned him (as they ſuppoſed) to death! A#; 
w. 1, Cc. So certain it is, that no miracle; 
whatever, that were ever yet wrought in the 
world, were effefual to prove the moſt glaring 
truth to thole who hardened their hearts againit 
it, 


4. AND it will equally hold in every age and 
nation. / they hear not Moſes and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced (of what they deſire 
not to believe) th? ane roſe from the dead. With- 
out a miracle, without one riſing from the dead, 
rey rig Diu mov, if any man be willing to di his 
will, he ſhall know of the dodtrine, whether it be 
of God. But if he is not willing to do his will, 
he will never want an excuſe, a plauſible reaſon 
for rejeCting it. Yea, tho' ever ſo many mi- 
racles were wrought to confirm it. For let 
ever ſo much light come inta the world, it will have 
no effect (ſuch is the wiſe and juſt will of God) 
on thoſe who love darkneſs rather than light. It 
will not convince thoſe who do not ſimply deſire 
to do the will of their Father which is in heaven, 
Thoſe who mind earthly things, who (if they 
do not continue in any groſs outward fin, yet) 
love pleaſure and eaſe ; yet ſeek profit or power, 
preferment or reputation. Nothing will ever 
be an effectual proof to theſe, of the holy and 
acceptable will of God, unleſs firſt their proud 
hearts be humbled, their ſtubborn wills bowed 
down, and their deſires brought, at leaſt, in 
ſome degree, into obedience to the law o 


Chriſt, 


Hexce, although it ſhould pleaſe God to work 


anew all the wonders that ever were wrought 
on 
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on earth, ſtill theſe men, however wife and pru- 
dent they may be, in things relating to the pre- 
ſent world, would fight againſt God, and all his 
meſſengers, and that in ſpite of all theſe miracles. 
Mean while God will reveal his truth unto babes, 
unto thoſe who are meck and lowly, whoſe de- 
fires are in heaven, who want to {nw nothin 

ſave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified, Theſe 
need no outward miracles to ſhew them his will : 
they have a plain rule, the written word, And 
the anointing which they have received of him, abid- 
eth in them, and teacheth them of all things, (1. 
John ii. 27.) Thro' this they are enabled to 
bring all doctrines 4% the law and the teſtimony. 


And whatſoever is agreeable to this they receive, 


without waiting to ſee it atteſted by miracles. As, 
on the other hand, whatſoever is contrary to this 


they reject: nor can any miracles move them to 
receive it. 


5. YET I do not know, that God hath any 


where precluded himſelf from thus exerting his 
ſovereign power, from working miracles, in an 


kind qr degree, in any age, to the end of the 


world. I do not recollect any ſcripture, where- 


in we are taught, that miracles were to be con— 
fined within the limits either of the æpeſfolic, or 
the Cyprianic age, or of any period of time, 
longer or ſhorter, even till the reſtitution of all 
things. I have not obſerved, either in the Old 
Teſtament or the New, any intimation at all of 
this kind. St. Paul indeed ſays once, concern- 
ing two of the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, (fo I 
think that text is uſually underſtood) whether 
there be prophecies, they ſhall fail ; whether there 
be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; but he does not ſay, 
either that theſe, or any other miracles ſhall 


ceaſe, 
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ceaſe till faith and hope ſhall ceaſe alſo; till they 
ſhall all be ſwallowed up in the viſion of God, 
and love be all in all. 


I PRESUME you will allow, there is one kind 
of miracles (looſely ſpeaking) which ate not 
ceaſed ; namely, vt es, lying wonders, 
diabolical miracles, wrought by the power of 
evil ſpirits. Nor can you eaſily conceive, that 
theſe will ceafe, as long as the Father of hes is 
the prince of this werd. And why ſhould you 
think, that the God of truth 1s leſs active than 
him, or that he will not have his miracles alſo ? 
Only not as man wills, neither when he wills; 
but according to his own excellent wiſdom and 
greatneſs. 


6. Bur even if it were ſuppoſed, that God 
does now work beyond the operation of merely 
natural cauſes, yet what impreſſion would this 
make upon you, in the diſpoſition of mind you 
are now in? Suppoſe the trial was repeated, and 
made again to-morrow. One informs you the 
next day, While a clergyman was preaching 
yeſterday, where I was, a man came who had 
been long ill of an incurable diſtemper. Prayer 
was made for him. And he was reltored to per- 
led health.“ 


Sor? OSE now that this was real fact, perhaps 
you would ſcarce have patience to hear the ac- 
count of it ; but would cut it ſhort, in the 
midſt, with Do you tell this as ſomething 
uhbernatural, Then miracles are not ceaſed.” 
But if you ſhould venture to aſk, Where was this? 
And who was the perſon who prayed? And it 


was anſwered, ** At the Foundery near Menge 
the 
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the perſon who prayed was Mr. /Yefley.” What 


a damp comes at once]! What a weight falls 
on your mind, at the firſt ſetting out! *Tis well 
if you have any heart, or deſire to move one ſtep 
further? Or if you ſhould, what a ſtrong addi- 
tional propenſity do you now feel to deny the 
fact? And is there not a ready excuſe for ſo do- 
ing? „O! they who tell the ſtory are bis own 
people: moit of whom, we may be ſure, will 


Jay any thing for him, and the reſt will believe 


any thing. But if you at length allowed tbe 
fact, might you not find means to account for it 
by natural cauies? Great crowds, violent heats, 
with obſiruftions and irregularities of the Blood 
It you could not 
but allow, it was more than natural, might not 
ſome plauſible reaion be found, for rarking it 
among the Hing wongers, for aſeribing it to the 
devil rather than God? And if, after all, you 
was convinced it was the finger of God, muſt 
you not ſtill bring every doctrine advanced, ts the 
law and to the teſlimomꝝ, the only ſure and infal- 
lible teſt of all ?!——- What then is the uſe of 


this continual demand, . Shew us en and we 
| will believe 2” What will you believe? I hope 


no more than 1s written in the book of God. And 
thus far you might venture to believe, even with- 


out a miracle. 


7. Lr us conſider this point a little farther 
* What is it you would have us prove by mira- 
cles? The doctrines we preach ?*” We prove 


theſe by ſcripture and reaſon; and if need be, by 
antiquity, What elſe is it then we are to prove 
by miracles? At length we have a diſtin reply. 
—“ Wiſe and ſober men will not otherwiſe 
be convinced (i. e. unleſs you prove this by mi- 
acles) that God is, by the means of ſuch teach- 

® ers 


l 
ers and ſuch doctrines, working a great and ex- 
traordinary work in the earth.“ 


So then the determinate point which you, in 
their name, call upon us to prove by miracles, is 
this: that God is, by theſe teachers, working a 
great and extraordinary work in the earth.” 


War el mean by a great and extraordinary 
work, is the bringing mu/titudes of groſs, notorious 
finners, in a ſhort ſpace, to the fear and love and 
ſervice of God, to an entire change of beart and 


life. 


Now then, let us take a nearer view of the 
propoſition, and ſee which part of it we are to 
prove by miracles. 


Is it, 1. That A. B. was, for many years, 
without God in the world, a common ſwearer, 
a drunkard, a Sabbath-breaker ? 


OR, 2. That he is not ſo now: 


On, 3. That he continued fo, till he heard 
this man preach, and, from that time, was an- 
other man? 


Nor ſo. The proper way to prove thele 
facts, is by the teſtimony of competent witneſſes. 
And theſe witneſſes are ready, whenever requu— 
ed, to give full evidence of them. 


Or, Would you have us prove by miracles, 


4. THAT this was was not done by our owl 
power, Or holineſs ? 
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THAT God only is able to raiſe the dead, to 
quicken thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and fins? 


SURELY no. Whoſoever believes the Scrip- 
tures will want no new proof of this. 


WHERE then is the wi/dom of thoſe men, who 
demand miracles in proof of ſuch a propoſition? 
One branch of which, * That ſuch ſinners are 
reformed by means of theſe teachers,” being a 
plain fact, can only be proved by teſtimony, as 
all other fads are: and the other, „ That this 
is a work of God, and a great and mere than ordi- 
nary work,” needs no proof, as carrying its own 


evidence to every thinking man, 


8. To ſum up this. No truly wife or ſober 


man can poſſibly defire or expect miracles, to 


| prove, either 1. That theſe dorines are true: 
this muſt be decided by ſcripture and reaſon : or 


2. That theſe fads are true: this can only be 
proved by teſtimony: or 3. That to change ſin- 
ners from darkneſs to light, is the work of Gd 
alone; only uſing what inſtruments he pleaſes : 


| this is glaringly ſelf-evident : or 4. That ſuch a 


change wrought in ſo many notorious ſinners, wiih- 


in ſo ſbort a time is a great and extraordinary 


work of God. What then is it remains to be 
proved by miracles? Perhaps you will ſay, It is 
this, “ That God has called, or ſent you to do 
this.” Nay, his is implied in the 3d of the 
foregoing propoſitions. If God has actually uſed 
us therein, if bis work hath in ſact proſpered in 
our hands, then he hath called or /ent us to do 
this. J intreat reaſonable men to weigh this 
thoroughly, Whether the fa does not plainly 
prove the call? Whether he who thus enables 
us to ſave ſouls alive, does hot commiſſion us ſo 


ts 
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to do? Whether, by giving us the p2wer to pluck - 


theſe brands out of the burning, he does not au. 
thoriſe us to exert it? O that it were poſſible for 
you to conſider calmly, Whether the ſucceſs cf 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, even as it is preached 
by us, the leaſt of his ſervants, be not itſelf a 
miracle, never to be forgotten ! One which can- 
not be denied, as being viſible at this day, not 
in one, but an hundred places: One which can- 
not be accounted for, by the erdinary courſe of 
any natural cauſes whatſoever : one which cannat 
be aſcribed, with any colour of realon, to dia- 
bolical agency: and laſtly, one which will bear 
the infallible teſt, the trial ot the written word“. 


Bur © why do you talk of the ſucceſs of the 
goſpel in England, which was 2 Chriſtian country 
before you was born?” Was it indeed ? ]s it 10 
at this day? I would explain myſelf a little on 
this head alſo. 


Ax p 1. None can deny, that the people oi 
England, in general, are called Chriſtians. They 
are called ſo, a few only excepted, by others, a 
well as by themſelves. But I preſume no man 
will ſay the name makes the thing; that men ur 
Chriſtians, barely becauſe they are called fo. I: 
muſt be allowed, 2. That the people of England, 
generally ſpeaking, have been chriſtened, or 
baptized : but neither can we infer, © 'Thel? 
were once baptized ; therefore thay are Chrifian! 
now. It is 3. allowed, That many of thoſe 
who were once baptized, and are called Chriſti. 
ans to this day, bear the word of God, 2 
public prayers, and partake of the Lord's Supper, 
But neither does this prove, that they are Chr:/- 


Second Letter to Dr. Church, p. 55, & ſeq. 
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| There are doubtleſs a few ſuch to be found. 
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| trans, For notwithſtanding this, ſome of them 
live in open fin: and others (tho' not conſcious 


to themſelves of hypocriſy, yet) are utter ſtrangers 


| to the religion of the beart ; are full of pride, va- 


nity, covetouſneſs, ambition; of hatred, anger, 
malice or envy z and conſequently, are no more 
ſpiritual Chriſtians than the open drunkard, or 


common ſwearer. 


Now theſe being removed, where are the 
Chriſtiant, from whom we may properly term 
England a Chriſtian country? The men who have 
the mind which was in Chriſt, and who walk as 
be alſo wulle? Whoſe inmoſt ſoul is renewed aft- 
ter the image of God; and who are outwardly 
holy, as he who hath called them 1s holy ? 
To 


But 


deny this, would be“ want of cundir.“ 


| how few? How thinly ſcattered up and down ? 


And as for a Chriſtian viſible church, or a body of 
Chriſtians, viſibly united together, where is this 
to be ſeen ? 


Ye different ſects, who all declare, 
Lo! here is Chriſt, or Chriſt is there, 
Your ſtronger proofs divinely give, 
And ſhew me where the Chriſtians live] 


Axp what uſe is it of, what good end does it 
ſerve, to term England a Chriſtian country ? (al- 
tho?, *tis true, moſt of the natives are called Chriſ- 
tians, have been baptized, frequent the ardinan- 
ces : and although here and there, a real Chriſ- 
tian is to be found, as a light ſhining in a dark 
place. Does it do any honour to our great Maſ- 


ter, among thoſe who are not called by his name? 
Does it recommend Chriſtianity to the Fews, the 
Mahometans, or the avowed Heatbens ? Surely 
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no one can conceive it does, It only makes 
Chriſtianity ſtink in their noſtrils. Does it an- 
ſwer any good end, with regard to thoſe who are 
called by this worthy name? I fear not; but ra- 
ther, an exceeding bad one. For does it not 
keep multitudes eaſy in their heathen practice? 
Does it not make or keep, ſtill greater numbers, 
ſatisfied with their heathen tempers £ Does it not 
directly tend to make both the one and the other 
imagine, that they are what indeed they are not? 
That they are Chriſtians, while they are utterly 


without Chriſt, and without-God in-the world * 


To cloſe this point. If men are not Chriſtians, 
till they are renewed after the image of Chriſt, 
and if the people of England, in general, are not 
thus renewed, why do we term them ſo? The 


God of this world bath long blinded their hearts, 


Let us do nothing to increaſe that blindneſs : but 
rather to recover them from that „rang delufion, 
that they may no longer believe à lie. 


LET us labour to convince all mankind, that 
to be a real Chriſtian, 1s, to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, and to ſerve him with all 
our ſtrength; to love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
and therefore to do unto every man, as we would 
he ſhould do unto us F. 


To change one of theſe Heathens into a real 
Chriſtian, and to continue him ſuch, all the «r- 
dinary operations. of the Holy Spirit are abſolutely 
neceſſary. 


«© Bur what are they?“ I ſum them up (33 
Idid in the Farther Appeal to Men of Reaſon and 
Religion) in the words of as learned and orthodox 
a Divine as ever England bred. 


* Second Letter to Dr. Church, p. 67, & {tr 
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| Spirit of God. 
| totally void of all ſaving truth, and under an im- 
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© SANCTIFICATION being oppoſed to our 
corruption, and anſwering fully to the latitude 
thereof, whatſoever holineſs and perfection is 
wanting in our nature, muſt be ſupplied by the 


Wherefore, we being by nature 


poſſibility of knowing the will of God; this /pirit 


ſearcheth all things, yea, even the deep things of 
Cod, and revealeth them unto the ſons of men; 
| ſo that thereby the darkneſs of their underſtanding 
is expelled, and they are enlightened with the 


knowledge of God. The ſame ſpirit which re- 
vealeth the object of faith, generally, to the uni- 
verſal church, doth alſo iluminate the under/tand- 
ing of ſuch as believe; that they may receive the 
truth. For faith is the gift of God, not only in 
the object, but alſo in the act. And this gift, is 
a gift of the Holy Ghoſt working within us. 
And as the increaſe of perfection, ſo the original 


ol faith is from the Spirit of Gop, by an internal 


illumination of the ſoul.““ 


* THr ſecond part of the office of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is the renewing of man, in all the parts 
and faculties of his ſoul. For our natural cor- 
ruption conſiſting in an averſation of our wills, 
and a depravation of our afſfections; an inclina- 
tion of them to the will of Gop, is wrought 
within us by the Spirit of Gop.”” 


TRE third part of his office is, to lead, di- 
rect, and govern us, in our actions and conver- 
ſations. If we live in the ſpirit, quickened by 
his renovation, we muſt alſo walk in the ſpirit, 
following his direction, led by his manuduction. 
We are alſo animated and acted by the Spirit of 
Gop, who giveth bath to will and to do.“ 
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« AnD * as many as are thus led by the ſpirit af 
Gop, are the ſons of Gop. Moreover, that this 
direction may prove more effectual, we are guid- 
ed in our prayers by the ſame ſpirit : according 
to the promiſe, I will pour upon the houſe of Da- 
vid, and upan the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, (Zecb, xii. 10.) 
Whereas then, this is the confidence we have in 
him, that if we aſk any thing according to his will, 
he heareth us: and whereas, we tnow net what 
we ſhould pray for as we ought +, tbe ſpirit itſelf 
maketh interceſſion fer us with groaning that cannot 
be uttered t. And he that ſcarcheth the heart know- 
eth what is the mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he males 


interceſſion for the ſaints according to the will of 


GOD. From which interceſſion, (made for all 
true Chriſtians) “ he hath the || name of the 
Paraclete given him by Chriſt ; who ſaid, I will 
pray the Father, and he will give you another Pa- 
raclete, For, if any man ſin, we have a Para- 
clete with the Father, Ixsus CHRIS the righte- 
ous, ſaith St. Fobn : who maketh interceſian for us, 
ſaith St. Paul, ( Rom. vil. 34.) And we have 
S another Paraclete, ſaith our Saviour d, which 
alſo maketh interceſſion for us, ſaith St. Paul. A 
Paraclete then, in the notion of the Scriptures, is 
an interceſſor.“ 


& IT is alſo the office of the Holy Ghoſt to / 
ſure us of the adoption of ſons, to create in us a 
ſenſe of the paternal love of God towards us, to 
give us an earneſt of our everlaſting inheritance, 


The love of God is ſbed abroad in our hearts, by 


Nom. viii. 14. + Ver. 26. 

t Fer. 27. John xiv, 16, 26. 
$ 7ohn xiv. 16. Rom. viii. 27. 

q Per. 15, 16, 
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the Holy Ghoſi which is given unto us. For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of Gop, they are 
the ſons of GOD. And becauſe we are ſons, Gop 
hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his San into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. For we have not received the 
ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but we bave re- 
ceived the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father : the Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs with our 


ſpirit, that we are the children of Gob. As there + 


fore we are born again by the Spirit, and receive 
from him our regeneration; ſo we are alſo by 
the ſame Spirit 5 of our adoption. Becauſe 
being /ons, we? are alſo heirs, heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Cbriſt, by the ſame Spirit we 
have the pledge, or rather the earn:fl of our inhe- 
ritance. For be which eſtabliſpeth us in Cbriſt, 
and hath anointed us, is God ; wha hath alſo ſealed 
us, and hath given us the earneſt of bis Spirit in 
our bearts : ſo that we are ſealed with that boly 
Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inhe- 
ritance. "The Spirit of God, as given to us in 
this life, is to be looked upon, as an earneſt be- 
ing part of that reward which is promiſed, and, 
upon performance of the covenant, which Gop 
hath made with us, certainly to be received,” 


IT now. refts with your Lordſhip, to take 
your choice ; either to condemn, or to acquit 
both : Either your Lordſhip' muſt condemn Bi- 
ſhop Pearen for an enibuſiaſt, or you mult acquit 
me : for I have his expreſs authority on my ſide, 
concerning every text, which I afhrm to belong 
to all Chriſtians, 


Bur I have greater authority than his, and 
ſuch as I reverence, only leſs than the oracles of 
Gop. I mean that ot our own church. I 
ſhall cloſe this head, by ſetting down what oc- 
4 Cut, 
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curs, in her authentick records, concerning ei- 
ther our receiving the Holy Ghoſt, or his ordinary 
operations in all true Chriſtians. 


Ix her daily Service ſhe teacheth us all, to 
beſeech Gop to grant us his Holy Spirit, that 
thoſe things may pleaſe him which we do at this 
preſent, and that the reſt of our life, may be pure 
and holy : to pray tor our ſovereign Lord the King, 
thit Gop would repleniſh him with the grace «f 
his Holy Spirit; for all the royal family, that they 
may be endued with his Holy Spirit, and enriched 
with his heavenly grace ; for all the clergy and 
people, that he would ſend down upon them the 
healthful Spirit of his grace; for the catholick 
church, that it may be guided and governed by bis 
good Spirit; and for all therein, who, at any time, 
make their common ſupplications unto him, that the 
fellowſhip or communication of the Holy Ghoft may 
be with them all evermore. 


Her Collects are full of petitions to the fame 
effect. * Grant that we may daily be renewed 
by thy Holy Spirit + Grant that in all our 
ſufferings here, for the teſtimony of thy truth, 
we may by faith behold the glory that ſhall be 
revealed, and being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
may love and bleſs our perſecutors. Þ Send thy 
Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt 
excellent gift of charity. & O Lord, from whom 
all good things do come, grant to us thy hamble 
ſervants, that by thy holy inſpiration, we may 
think thoſe things that are good,and by thy mer- 


Collect for Chriſimas Day. + St. Stephen's Day. 
t Puinquage lima Sunday. I Fifth Sunday after Eaſter. 
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p ciful guidance may perform the ſame. * We be- 
7 ſeech thee, leave us not comfortleſs, but ſend to 
us the Holy Ghoſt io comfort us. + Grant us 
by the fame Spirit, to have a right judgment in 


0 all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
at comfort. + Grant us, Lord, we beſcech thee, 
10 the ſpirit to think and do always ſuch things as 
re be rightful. | O God, foraſmuch as without 
g, thee we are not able to pleaſe thee, mercifully 
of grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things di- 
ey rect and rule our hearts. & Cleanſe the thoughts 
ed of our hearts by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
1d that we may perfealy love thee, and worthily 
1 magnify thy holy name. 
( | 
ts © Grve thy Holy Spirit to this infant (or this 
e, W perſon) that he may be born again. Give 
* thy Holy Spirit to theſe perſons (N. B. already 
ay WF baptized) that they may continue thy ſervants.” 
„% ALMIGHTY Gop, who haſt vouchſafed 
1e to regenerate theſe perſons by water, and the 
ed Holy Ghoſt ſtrengthen them with the Holy 
ur Ghoſt, the Comforter, and daily increaſe in them 
h, the manifold gifts of thy Grace.” Office Con- 
5 firmation. 
3 
1 From theſe paſſages it may ſufficiently appear, 
ſt for what purpoſes every Chriſtian, according to 
m the doctrine of the Church of England, does now 
le receive the Holy Gh. But this will be ſtill more 


clear ſrom thoſe that follow; wherein we may 
likewiſe obſerve, a plain, rational ſenſe of God's 


* Sunday after Aſcenſion day. 

+ Whitſunday. 

t Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 

|| Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 
$ Communion Opie. 
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revealing himſelf to us, of the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of a believer's feeling in him- 
ſelf the mighty working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


© Gop gave them of old, grace to be his chil- 
dren, as he doth us now, But now, by the 
coming of our Saviour Chriſt, we have received 
more abundantly the Spirit of God in our hearts.” 
Hem. on Faith, part 2. 

He died to deſtroy the rule of the devil in 
us, and, he roſe again to ſend down his Holy 
Spirit to rule in cur hearts.” Hom. on the Reſur- 

redo, 


« WE have the Holy Spirit in our hearts, as a 
ſeal and pledge of our everlaſting inheritance.” 
Ib id. 


* THE Holy Ghoſt fat upon each of them, 
like as it had been cloven tongues of fire, to 
teach, that it is he that giveth eloquence and ut- 
terance in preaching the goſpel, winch engender- 
eth a burning zeal towards Gob's word, and giv- 
eth all men a tongue, yea, a fiery tongue. (N. B. 
Whatever occurs, in any of the Journals, of 
God's © giving me utterance,” or, © enabling 
me to ſpeak with power,” cannot therefore be 
quoted as enthuſtaſm, without wounding the 
church thro? my ſide.) * So that if any man be 
a dumb Chriſtian, not profeſſing his faith openly, 
he giveth men occaſion to doubt, leſt he have not 
the grace of the Holy Ghoſt within him.” Hon. 
on IV hitfunday. Pait I. 


« IT is the office of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſanc- 
tify; which, the more it is hid from our under- 
itanding,” (i. e. the particular manner of his 

working) 


ere, A Ine 2 


fieſh, but in the ſpirit. 


| Fobn xiv. 13. 
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working) © the more it ought to move all men 
to wonder at the ſecret and mighty workings of 
Gop's Holy Spirit, which is within us. For it 
is the Holy Ghoſt that doth quicken the minds of 
men, ſtirring up godly motions in their hearts, 
Neither does he think it ſufficient inwardly to 
work the New Birth of men, unleſs he does alſy 
dwell and abide in them. Anow ye not, ſaith St. 
Paul, that ye are the temples of GoD, and that 
his ſpirit dwelleth in you £ Know ye not that your 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghofl, which is 
within you Again he ſaith, Je are not in the 
For why? the Spirit of 
Go dwelleth in you. To this agreeth St. John“, 
The an.inting which ye have received, (he mean- 
eth the Holy Ghoſt) abideth in you. And St. 
Peter laith the ſame: The Spirit of Glory and of 
Gup reſletb upon you. O what comfort is this 
to the heart of a true Chriſtian; to think thatthe - 


Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in him! / Gop be with 


45, as the Apoſtle ſaith, who can be againſt us? 


ie giveth patience and. joyfulneſs of. heart in 


temptation and affliction, and is therefore wor- 
thily called + the Comforter. He doth inſtruct 
the hearts of the ſimple in the knowledge of 
(op, and his word; therefore he is juſtly term- - 
ed þ the Spirit of truth. And, N. B. where the 
Holy Ghoſt doth inſtru and teach, thete is no 
delay at all in learning.” /Jbid. 


[From. this. paſſage, I learn, 1. That: every 
true Chriſtian now receives the Holy Ghoſt, as - 
the Paraclete, or Comforter promiſed by our Lord, 
Secondly, That every Chriſtian 


receives him, as the Spirit of truth, (promiſed 


John xvi.) to teach bim all things. And, 3. That 


un il ar. f Jobuxiv. 16. 4 Jobu xvi 13 
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the anointing, mentioned in the firſt Epiſtle of St, 
John, abides in every Chriſtian. | | 


& IN reading of Gop's word, he profiteth 
moſt, who is molt in/pired with the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Hom. on reading the Seripture, Part J. 


&« HuMaAn and worldly wiſdom is not needful 
to the underſtanding the ſcripture ; but the re- 
velation of the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpireth the true 
meaning unto them, who with humility, and di- 
ligence, ſearch for it.” bid. Part II. 


« MaxE him know and fee/, that there is no 
other name given under heaven, unto men, 
whereby we can be ſaved.” 


Ir we feel our conſcience at peace with 
God, thro? remiſſion of our ſins all is of 
Gop.'” Hom. on Rogation week, Part III. 


Ir you fee] ſuch a faith in you, rejoice in 
it, and let it be daily increaſing by well work- 
ing.“ Hom. on Faith, Part III. 


The faithful may feel wrought, tranquillity 
of conſcience, the increaſe of faith and hope, 
with many other graces of Gop.” Hoem. on the 
Sacrament, Part l. 


6 GopLY men feel! inwardly Gop's Holy 
Spirit inflaming their hearts with love.” om. 
en certain places of Scripture, Part 1. 


6 op give us grace to know thefe things, 
and fee] them in our hearts! This knowledge 
and feeling is not of ourſelves. Let us therefore 
meekly call upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy 

Ghoſt, 


CES --3 


Ghoſt, to inſpire us with his preſence, that we 
may be able to hear the goodneſs of Gop, to our 


ſalvation. For without his lively inſpiration, we 
cannot ſo much as ſpeak the name of the Medi- 
ator. No man can ſay, FESUS 1s the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. Much leſs ſhould we be 
able to 3 and know theſe great myſteries 
that be opened to us by Chriſt. But we have 
received, ſaith St. Paul, not the ſpirit of the world, 
but the ſpirit which is of Gop ; for this purpoſe, 
that we may know the things which are freely given 
tous of GOD. In the power of the Holy Ghoſt 
reſteth all ability to know Gop, and to pleaſe 
him. It is he that purifieth the mind, by his 
ſecret working, He enlighteneth the heart to 
conceive worthy thoughts of Almighty Gop. 
He ſitteth on the tongue of man, to ſtir him to 
ſpeak his honour. He only miniſtereth ſpiritual 
flrength to the powers of the ſou] and body. And 
if we have any gift whereby we may profit our 
neighbour, all is "wrought by this one and ſelf. 
ſame ſpirit.” Hom. for ; Rogation week, Part III. 


EVER propoſition, which I have any where 
advanced concerning thoſe operations of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which I believe are commen to all 
Chriſtians in all ages, is here clearly maintained 


by our own church. 


''Bx1xG fully convinced of this, I could not 
well underſtand, for many years, how it was, 
that on the mentioning any of thefe great truths, 
even among men of education, the cry imme- 
diately aroſe, © An enthuſiaſt, an enthuſiaſt.” 
But I now plainly perceive, this is only an old 
fallacy in a new ſhape. To object entbuſiaſm to 
any perſon or doctrine, is but a decent method 


of begging the queſtion, It generally ſpares the 


objector” Mi 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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objector the trouble of reaſoning, and is a ſhorter 
and eaſier way of carrying his cauſe. 


Fon inſtance, I aſſert that, „ till a man re- 
ecives the Holy Ghoſt, he is without Gop in the 


world; that he cannot know the things of Gop, 


unleſs Gop reveal them unto him, by his Spirit; 
no, nor have even one holy, or heavenly tem- 
pers without the inſpiration of the Holy one.” 

ow ſhould one who is conſcious to himſelf, that 
he has experienced. none of theſe things, at- 
tempt to confute theſe propoſitions, either from 
ſcripture, or. antiquity, it might prove a diffi- 
cult taſk. What then ſhall he do? Why, cry 
out, © Enthuſiaſm ! Fanaticiſm * and the work 
is done. 


Bur is it not mere enthuſiaſm or fanatici/;n 
to talk of. the New. Birth 2” So one might ima- 
gine, from the manner in which your Lordſhip 
talks of it. The Spirit did not ſtop till it had 
manifeſted itſelf in the laſt effort of its power, 
the New Birth *. I he New Birth began in ſtornis 
and tempeſts, in cries and extacies, in tumults 


and confuſions f. Perſons who had no ſenſe of 
religion, that is, no extatic feelings, or pains of 


the New Birth f. What can be the. iſſue of 
the New Birth, attended with thoſe infernal 
throes || ?. Why would he elicit ſenſe from theſe 
Gentiles, when they were finally to be deprive 
of it in extacies and New Births &? All theſe 
circumſtances Mr. W. has declared to be con 
flant ſymptoms of the New Birth N.“ 


So the New Birth is throughout the whole 
tract, the ſtanding topic of ridicule /”? 
* Page 123; F. 16 t P. 180, 
. 470; F. a6. . 322. 
ee 
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„% No, not the New Birth itſelf, but your en- 
thuſiaſtic, ridiculous account of it.” What is 
that my account of the New Birth? I gave it ſome 
years ago in theſe words: It is that great change 
which Gop works in the ſou], when he brings 
it into life: when he raiſes it from the death of 
ſin to the life of righteouſneſs. It is the change 
wrought in the whole ſoul by the almighty ſpirit 
of Gor, when it is created anew in Chrift Feſus, 
when it 1s renewed after the image of Gov, in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs : when the love of 
the world is changed into the love of Gop, pride 
into humility, paſſion into meekneſs ; hatred, 
envy, malice, into a ſincere, tender, diſintereſted 
love to all mankind. In a word, it is that change 
whereby the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb mind, is 
turned into the mind which was in Chriſt Feſus. 
(Vol. iv. of Sermons.) This is my account of the 
New Birth. What is there ridiculous or entbu- 


| ſraſtic in it? 


Bur what do you mean by thofe tempeſſs, 


and cries, and pains, and infernal throes attending 


the New Birth ?” 


I will tel] you as plainly as ! 
can, in the very ſame words I uſed to Dr. Church, 
(after premifing, that ſome experience much, 
ſome very little of theſe pains and throes.) 


WHEN men feel in themſelves the heavy 
burden ot ſin, ſee damnation to be the reward 
of it, behold with the eye of their mind the hor- 


| Tor of hell, they tremble, they quake, and are 
| inwardly touched with ſorrowfulneſs of heart, 
and cannot but accuſe themſelves, and open their 
grief unto. Almighty God, and call unto him 
for mercy. This being done ſeriouſly, their 
mind is ſo occupied, partly with forrow and 


heavineſs, 


/ 
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heavineſs, partly with an earneſt deſire to be de- 
livered from this danger of hell and damnation, 
that all defire of meat and drink is laid apart, 
and loathing of all worldly things and pleaſures 
comes in place, ſo that nothing then liketh them 
more than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and 
both with words and behaviour of body, to ſhew 
themſelves weary of life. 


Now permit me to aſk, What if before you 
had obſerved, that theſe were the very words of 
our own church, one of your acquaintance or 
pariſhioners had come and told you, that ever 
ſince he heard a ſermon at the Foundery, he ſaw 


damnation before him, and beheld with the eye of 


his mind the horror of hell? What if he had 
trembled and quaked, and been ſo taken up, fpart!y 
with ſorrow and heavineſs, partly with an earneſt 
deſire to be delivered from the danger of hell and 
damnation, as to weep, ts lament, to mourn, and 
both with wirds and behaviour, to ſhew himſel/ 
weary of life? Would you have ſcrupled to 
fay, “ Here is another deplorable inſtance of the 
Metbodiſis driving men to diſtraftion* ?” 


To ſnew whether I repreſent religion as a rea- 
ſonable ſervice, I cannot but add one extract more 
from a letter I ſent to Dr. Middleton, a conſider- 
able time before his death : 


«© WE have been long diſputing about Chr i/7/- 
ans, about Chriſtianity, and the evidence whereby 
it is ſupported, But what do theſe terms mean? 
Who is a Chriſtian indeed? What is real, genu- 
ine Chriſtianity ? And what is the ſureſt and moſt 
acceſſible evidence (if I may ſo ſpeak) whereby 


* Second Letter to Dr. Church. 
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may know, that it is of God? May the Gop 
of the Chriſtians enable me to ſpeak on theſe heads, 
in a manner ſuitable to the importance of them. 


Sect. I. 1. I would conſider, firſt, who is a 
Chriſtian indeed ? What does that term proper- 
ly imply? It has been ſo long abuſed, I fear, not 
only to mean nothing at all, but, what was far 
worle than nothing, to be a cloak for the vileſt 
hypocriſy, for the groſſeſt abominations and im- 
moralities of every kind, that it is high time to 
reſcue it out of the hands of wretches that are 
a reproach to human nature : to ſhew determi- 
nately, what manner of man he is, to whom 
this name of right belongs. 


2. A Chriſtian cannot think of the Author of 
his being, without abaſing himſelf before Him: 
without a deep ſenſe of the diſtance between a 
worm of earth and Him that ſitteth on the circle 
of the heavens. In his preſence he ſinks into 
the duſt, knowing himſelf to be leſs than nothing 
in his eye: and being conſcious, in a manner 
words cannot expreſs, of his own littleneſs, ig- 
norance, fooliſhneſs. So that he can only cry 
out, from the the fulneſs of his heart, O Gop! 
what is man! what am I!“ 


3. He has a continual ſenſe of his dependence 
on the Parent of Good, for his being, and all 
the bleſſings that attend it. To him he refers 
every natural, and every moral endowment, with 
all that is commonly aſcribed either to fortune, 
or to the wiſdom, courage or merit of the poſ- 
ſeſſor. And hence he acquieſces in whatſoever 
appears to be his will, not only with patience, 
but with thankfulneſs. He willingly reſigns all 
he is, all he has, to his wiſe and gracious * 
The 


1 


The ruling temper of his heart, is the moſt ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion, and the tendereſt gratitude to 
his ſovereign Benefactor. And this grateful love 
creates filial fear: an awtul reverence toward 
him ; and an earneſt care not to give place to 
any diſpoſition, nor to admit an action, word or 
thought, which might in any degree diſpleaſe 
that indulgent Power, to whom he owes his life, 
breath, and all things. 


4. AND as he has the ſtrongeſt affection for 
the Fountain of all Good, ſo he has the firmeſt 
confidence in Him : a confidence which neither 
pleaſure nor pain, neither life nor death can 
ſhake. But yet this, far from creating ſloth or 
indolence, puſhes him on to the moſt vigorous 
induſtry. It cauſes him to put forth all his 
ſtrength, in obeying Him in whom he confides. 
So that he is never faint in his mind, never 2 
of doing whatever he believes to be his will. 
And as he knows the moſt acceptable worſhip 
of Gop, is to imitate Him he worſhips, ſo he 
is continually labouring to tranſcribe into him- 
ſelf, all his imitable perfeQions : in particular, 
his juſtice, mercy, and truth, fo eminently di:- 
played in all his creatures, 


5. ABOve all, remembering that Gop is love, 
he is conformed to the ſame likeneſs. He is full 
of love to his neighbour : of univerſal love; not 
confined to one ſect or party; not reſtrained to 
thoſe who agree with him in opinions, or in out- 
ward modes of worſhip; or to thoſe who are allied 
to him by blood, or recommended by nearnels 
of place. Neither does he love thoſe only that 
love him, or that are endeared to him by inti- 
macy of acquaintance, But his love reſembles 


that of Him whoſe mercy 1s over all his . 
t 
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ſocial love (if it mean the love of our neighbour) 


productive of all right affections. 
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It ſoars above all theſe ſcanty bounds; embra- 
eing neighbours and ſtrangers, friends and ene- 
mies: yea, not only the good and gentle, but 
alſo the froward; the evil“ and unthankful. 
For he loves every ſoul that Gop has made; 
every child of man, of whatever place or nation. 
And yet this univerſal benevolence does in no 
wiſe interfere with a peculiar regard for his re- 
lations, friends and benefactors: a fervent love 
for his country; and the moſt endeared affe ction 
to all men of integrity, of clear and generous 
virtue. 


6. His love, as to theſe, ſo to all mas kind, 
is itſelf generous and diſintereſted; ſpringing from 
no view of advantage to himſelf, from no regard 
to profit or praiſe ; no, nor even the pleaſure of 
loving. This is the daughter, not the parent of 
his affection. By experience he knows, that 


is abſolutely, eſſentially different from /elf-love, 
even of the moſt allowable kind. And yet it is 
ſure, that, if they are under true regulations, 
each will give additional force to the other, till 
they mix together never to be divided, 


7. Ap this univerſal, diſintereſted love, is 
It is fruitful 
of gentleneſs, tenderneſs, ſweetneſs ; of humani- 
ty, courteſy and n. It makes a Chriſtian 
rejoice in the virtues of all, and bear a part in 
their happineſs; at the ſame time that he ſympa- 
thizes with their pains, and compaſſionates their 
infirmities. It creates modeſty, condeſcenſion, 
prudence, together with calmneſs and evenneſs 
of temper. It is the parent of generoſity, open- 
neſs, and frankneſs, void of jealouſy and ſuſpici- 
on, It begets candour, and willingneſs ie be- 

ievo 
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lieve and hope whatever is kindly and friendly of 
every man; and invincible patience, never over- 
come of evil, but overcoming evil with good. 


8. Tux ſame love conſtrains him to converſe, 
not only with a ſtrict regard to truth, but with 
artleſs ſincerity and genuine ſimplicity, as one in 
whom there is no guile. And not content with 
abſtaining trom all ſuch expreſſions as are con- 
trary to juſtice or truth, he endeavours to refrain 
from every unloving word, either to a preſent or 
of an abſent perſon; in all his converſation aim- 
ing at this, either to improve himſelf in know- 
ledge or virtue, or to make thoſe with whom he 
converſes ſome way wiſer, or better, or happier 
than they were before. 


9. Tu fame love is productive of all right 
actions. It leads him into an earneſt and ſteady 
diſcharge of all ſocial offices, of whatever is due 
to relations of every kind; to his friends, to his 
country, and to any particular community where- 
of he is a member, It prevents his willingly 
hurting or grieving any man. It guides him in- 
to. an uniform practice of juſtice and mercy, 
equally extenſive with the principle whence it 
flows, It conſtrains him to do all poſlible good, 
of every poſſible kind, to all men; and makes 
him invariably reſolved, in every circumſtance of 
life to do that, and that only, to others, which, 
ſuppoſing he were himſelf in the ſame ſituation, 
he would deſire they ſhould do to him, 


10. Ax p as he is eaſy to others, ſo he is eaſy 
in himſelf, He is free from the painful ſwellings 
of pride, from the flames of anger, from the im- 
petuous guſts of irregular ſelf-will, He is no 
longer tortured with envy or malice, or with * 
| | f reaſo- 
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reaſonable and hurtful deſire. He is no more en- 
ſlaved to the pleaſures of ſenſe, but has the full 
power both over his mind and body, in a conti- 
nued chearful courſe of ſobriety, of temperance 
and chaſtity, He knows how to uſe all things 
in their place, and yet is ſuperior to them all. 
He ſtands above thoſe low pleaſures of imagina- 
tion, which captivate vulgar minds, whether 
arifing from what mortals term greatneſs, or no- 
velty, or beauty. All theſe too he can taſte, and 
ſtill look upward ; ſtill aſpire to nobler enjoy- 
ments. Neither is he a flave to fame: popular 


breath affects not him ; he ſtands ſteady, and 
collected in himſelf. 


11. AND he who ſecks no praiſe, cannot fear 
diſpraiſe. Cenſure gives him no uneaſineſs, be- 
ing conſcious to himſelf that he would not wil- 
lingly offend, and that he has the approbation of 
the LoR D of all. He cannot fear want; know- 
ing in whoſe hand is the earth and the fulneſs 
thereof, and that it is impoſſible for him to with- 
hold from one that fears him any manner of 
thing that is good. He cannot fear pain, know- 
ing it will never be ſent, unleſs it be for his real 
advantage ; and that then his ſtrength will be 
proportioned to it, as it has always been in times 
paſt. He cannot fear death, being able to truſt 
Him he loves, with his foul as well as his body; 
yea, glad to leave the corruptible body in the 
duſt, till it is raiſed incorruptible and immortal, 
So that in honour or 'ſhame, in abundance or 
want, in eaſe or pain, in life or death, always 
and in all things he has learned to be content, to 
be eaſy, thankful, joyful, happy. 


12. Hs is happy in knowing there is a Goo, 
an intelligent cauſe and Logp of all, and that 


He 
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He is not the produce either of blind chance or 
inexorable neceſſity. He is happy in the full aſ- 
ſurance he has, that this Creator and End of all 
things, is a Being of boundleſs wiſdom, of infi- 
nite power to execute all the deſigns of his wiſ- 
dom, and of no leſs infinite goodneſs to direct 
all his power to the advantage of all his creatures, 
Nay, even the conſideration of his immutable 
juſtice, rendering to all their due, of his unſpotted 
holineſs, of his all-ſufticiency in Himſelf, and of 
that immenſe ocean of all perfections, which 
center in Gop from eternity to eternity, is a con- 
tinual addition to the happineſs of a Chriſtian. 


13- A FARTHER addition 15 made thereto, 
while, in contemplating even the things that 
ſurround Him, that thought ſtrikes warmly upon 
his heart : 


« Theſe are thy glarious works, Parent of Good.” 


While he takes knowledge of the inviſible things 
of Gop, even his eternal power and wiſdom, in 
the things that are ſeen, the heavens, the earth, 
the fowls of the air, the lilies of the field. How 
much more, while, rejoicing in the conſtant care 
which he ſtill takes of the work of his own hand. 
he breaks out in a tranſport of love and praiſe, 
« O Lord, our governor! How excellent is 
thy name in all the earth! Thou that haſt ſet 
thy glory above the heavens!” While He, as 
it were, ſees the Lord fitting upon his throne, 
and ruling all things well: while he obſerves the 
general providence of Gop ſo extended with his 
whole creation, and ſurveys all the effects of it 
in the heavens and earth, as a well pleaſed ſpec- 
tator; while he ſees the wiſdom and goodneſs of 


his genera! government deſcending to every par- 
ticular ; 
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ticular; ſo preſiding over the whole univerſe, as 


over a ſingle perſon; ſo watching over every 
ſingle perſon, as if he were the whole univerſe: 
How does he exult, when he reviews the various 
traces of the almighty goodneſs, in what has be- 
fallen himſelf, in the ſeveral circumſtances and 
changes of his own life ! All which, he now 
ſees, have been allotted to him and dealt out, in 
number, weight, and meaſure. With what tri- 
umph of ſoul, in ſurveying either the general or 
particular providence of Gop, does he obſerve 
every line pointing out an hereafter, every ſccne 
opening into eternity ! 


14. He is peculiarly and inexpreſſibly happy, 
in the cleareſt and fulleit conviction, “ This all 
powerful, all wiſe, all gracious Being, this Go- 
vernor all, loves me, This lover of my ſoul is 
always with me, is never abſent, no not for a 
moment. And I love Him; there is none in 
heaven but Thee, none on earth that I defire be- 
ſide Thee. And He has given me to reſemble 
Himſelf; He has ſtamp'd his image on my 
Heart. And 1 live umo Him; I do only his 
will ; I glorify him with my body and my ſpirit. 
And it will not be long before I ſhall die unto 
Him ; I ſhall die into the arms of. Gop. And 
then farewell fin and pain; then it only remains, 
that I ſhould live with Him for ever.” 


15. Tars is the plain, naked portraiture of a 


Chriſtian; be not prejudiced againſt him for his 
name. Forgive his particularities of opinion and 
(what you think) ſuperſtitious modes of worſhip. 
'Theſe are circumſtances hut of ſmall concern; 
and do not enter into the eſſence of his charac- 
ter. Cover them with a veil of love, and look 

at 
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at the ſubſtance; his tempers, his holineſs, his 
happineſs, 


Can calm reaſon conceive either a more ami- 
able or a more deſirable character? 


Is it your own? Away with names! Away 
with opinions! I care not what you are called. 
I aſk not (it docs not deſerve a thought) what 
opinion you are of; ſo you are conſcious to your- 
ſelf, that you are the man, whom I have been 
(however faintly) deſcribing. 


Do not you know, you ought to be ſuch ? Is 
the Governor of the world well pleaſed that you 
are not? 


Do you (at leaſt) deſire it? I would to Gop 
that deſire may penetrate your inmoſt ſoul; and 


that you may have no reſt in your ſpirit, till | 


you are not only almoſt but altogether a Chri- 
ſtian ! 


SECT. II. 1. The ſecond point to be conſider- 
ed is, What is real genuine Chriſtianity ; whe- 
ther we ſpeak of it as a principle in the ſoul, or 
as a ſcheme or ſyſtem of doctrine ? 


CHRISTIANITY, taken in the latter ſenſe, is 
that ſyſtem of doctrine, which delcribes the cha- 
racter above recited ; which promiſes, it ſhall be 
mine, (provided I will not reſt *till I attain) and 
which tells me, how I may attain it. 


2. FiRsT, it deſcribes this character in all its 
parts, and that in the moſt lively and affecting 
manner. The main lines of this picture are beau- 
tifully drawn in many paſſages of che Old Teſta— 


ment. 


is 
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ment. Theſe are filled up in the New, retouch- 
ed and finiſhed with all the art of Gop. 


Tu ſame we have in miniature more than 
once. Particularly in the thirteenth chapter of 
the former epiſtle to the Corinthians, and in that 
diſcourſe which St. Matthew records as delivered 
by our Lorp, at his entrance upon his publick 
miniſtry. 


3. SECONDLY, Chriſtianity promiſes this cha- 
racter ſhall be mine, if I will not reſt 'till at- 
tain it. This is promiſed both in the Old Teſta- 
ment and the New, Indeed the New 1s, in ef- 
fe, all a promiſe : Seeing every deſcription of 
the ſervants of God mentioned therein, has the 
nature of a command; in conſequence of thoſe 
general injunctions, * Be ye followers of me, as 
am of Chriſt. + Be ye followers of them, who 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. And 
every command has the force of a promiſe; in 
virtue of thoſe general promiſes; 4 A new heart 
will I give you, and I will put my ſpirit within 
you 3; and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and 
ye ſhall keep my judgments and do them. & This is 
the covenant that I will make after thoſe days, 
ſaith the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
minds and write them in their hearts. According- 
ly, when it is ſaid, || Thou ſhalt love the Loxv 
thy. Gop, with all thy heart, and with all thy ſcul, 
and with all thy mind; it is not only a direction, 
what I ſhall do, but a promiſe of what Gop will 
do in me; exactly equivalent with what is writ- 


+ Heb. vi. 12. 
$ Heb. viii. 10. 


® 2 Car. Ai. 1. 
Exel. xxxvi. 26, 27. 
Matt. xxil. 37. 
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ten elſewhere, * The Lok D thy Gop will circum- 
ciſe thy heart and the heart of thy ſeed (alluding to 
the cuſtom then in uſe) to [ove the Lord th 
Gop with all thing heart and with all thy ſoul. 


4. Tuls being obſerv'd, it will readily appear 
to every ſerious perſon, who reads the New Teſ- 
tament with that care, which the importance of 
the ſubject demands, That every particular 
branch of the preceding character is manifeſtly 
promiſed therein : Either explicitly, under the 
very form of a promiſe, or virtually, under that 
of a deſcription or command, 


5. CHRISTIANITY tells me, in the third 
place, how I may attain the promiſe, namely, 
by faith. 


Bur what is Faith? Not an opinion, no more 
than it is a form of words : Not any number of 
opinions put together, be they ever fo true. A 
ſtring of opinions 1s no more Chriſtian taith, than 
a ſtring of beads is Chriftian holineſs. 


IT is not an aſſent to any opinion, or any num- 
ber of opinions. A man may aſſent to three, or 
three and twenty Creeds: He may aſſent to all 
the Old and New Teſtament (at. leaſt as tar as 
he underſtands them) and yet have no Chriſtian 
faith at all. 


6. Tag Faith by which the promiſe is at- 
tained, 1s repretented by Chriſtianity, as a power 
wrought by the Almighty in an immortal Spirit, 
inhabiting an houſe of clay, to ſec. through that 
veil into the world of ſpirits, into things inviſible 


Deut. XXX. 6. 


and 
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and eternal: A power to diſcern thoſe things 
which with eyes of fleſh and blood no man hath 
ſeen or can ſee: Either by reaſon of their nature, 
which (though they ſurround us on every fide) 
is not perceivable, by theſe groſs ſenſes; or by 
reaſon of their diſtance, as being yet afar off, in 


the boſom of eternity. 


7. Ta1s is Chriſtian faith in the general no- 
tion of it. In its more particular notion, it is 2 
divine evidence or conviction wrought in my 
heart, that Gop is reconciled to me through his 
Son; inſeparably joined with a confidence in. 
Him, as a gracious, reconciled father, as for all 
things, ſo eſpecially for all thoſe good things 
which are inviſible and eternal; 


To believe (in the Chriſtian ſenſe) is then, to 
walk in the light of eternity: And to have a clear 
ſight of, and confidence in the Moſt High, re- 
conciled to me, through the Son of his love. 


8. Now how highly deſirable is ſuch a faith, 
were it only on its own account ? For how little 
does the wiſeſt of men know, of any thing more 
than he can ſee with his eyes? What clouds and 
darkneſs cover the whole ſcene of things inviſible 
and eternal? What does he know even of him- 
ſelf, as to his inviſible part? What of his future 
manner of exiſtence ? How melancholy an ac- 
count does the prying learned Philoſopher, (per- 
haps the wiſeſt and beſt of all Heathens) the great, 
the venerable Marcus Antoninus give of theſe 
things? What was the reſult of all his ſerious re- 
ſearches ? Of his high and deep contemplation ? 
“ Either diſſipation (of the ſoul as well as the 
body, into the common, unthinking maſs) or 
| 2 re- abſorption 
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re-abſorption into the univerſal fire, the unintel- 
ligent ſource of all things ; or, ſome unknown 
manner of conſcious exiſtence, after the. body 
ſinks to riſe no more.” One of theſe three, he 
ſuppoſed, muſt ſucceed death; but which he had 
no light to determine. Poor Antoninus! With 
all bis wealth, his honour, his power, with all 
his wiſdom and philoſophy ! 


« If. at points of knowledge did he gain? 
That life is ſacred all—and vain ! 

Sacred how high? And vain how low ? 
He could not tell But died to know,” 


9. Hr died to know! And ſo muſt you; un- 
leſs you are now a partaker of Chriſtian faith. 
O conſider this. Nay, and conſider, not only 
how little you know of the immenſity of the 
things that are beyond ſenſe and time, but how un- 
certainly do y ou know even that little ? How faint- 
ly glimmering a light is that you have? Can you 
properly be ſaid, to know any of theſe things ? 
Is that knowledge any more than bare conjecture ? 
And the reaſon is plain. You have no ſenſes 
ſuited to inviſible or eternal objects. What deſi- 
derata then, eſpecially to the rational, the re- 
flecting part of mankind, are theſe? A more ex- 
tenſive knowledge of things inviſible and eternal. 
A greater certainty in whatever knowledge of 
them we have: And, in order to both, faculties 
capable of diſcerning things inviſible. 


10. Is it not ſo? Let impartial reaſon ſpeak. 
Does not every thinking man want a window, 
not ſo much in his neighbour's, as in his own 
breaſt ? He wants an opening there, of whatever 
kind, that might let in light from eternity. He 
| is 
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is pained to be thus feeling after Gop, ſo darkly 


ſo uncertainly: To know ſo little of Gop, and 


indeed ſo little of any beſide material objects. 
He is concerned, that he mult ſee even that little, 
not directly, but in the dim, ſullied glaſs of ſenſe: 
And conſequently ſo imperfectly and obſcurely, 
that it is all a mere enigma till. 


11, Now theſe very deſiderata faith ſupplies. 
It gives a more extenſive knowledge of things 
inviſible, ſhewing what eye had not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, neither could it before enter into our 
heart to conceive. And all theſe it ſhews in the 
cleareſt ght, with the fulleſt certainty and evi- 
dence. For it does not leave us to receive our 
notice of them, by mere reflection from the dull 
glaſs of ſenſe; but reſolves a thouſand ænigmas 
of the higheſt concern, by giving faculties ſuited 
to things inviſible, Oh ! who would not with 
for ſuch a faith, were it only on theſe accounts : 
How much more, if by this I may receive the 
promiſe, I may attain all the holineſs and hap- 
pineſs implied therein? 


12. So Chriſtianity tells me: And fol find it, 
may every real Chriſtian ſay: I now am aflured, 
that theſe things are fo: I experienced them in 
my own breaſt, What Chriſtianity (conſidered 
as a doctrine) promiſed, is accompliſhed in my 
ſoul. And Chriſtianity, conſidered as an inward 
principle, is the completion of all thoſe promiſes. 
It is holineſs and happineſs, the image of Gob im- 
preſſed on a created ſpirit; a fountain of peace 
and love ſpringing up into everlaſting lite. 

Ster. III. 1. And this I conceive to be the 


ſtrongeſt evidence of the truth of Chriftianity, I 
E 3 do 


_— —— — 
* 


(..108- } 


do not undervalue traditional evidence. Let it 
bave its place and its due honour, It is highly 
ſerviceable in its kind, and in its degree. And 
yet I cannot ſet it on a level with this, 


IT is generally ſuppoſed, that traditional evi- 
dence is weakened by length of time; as it muſt 
neceſſarily paſs through ſo many hands, in a 
continual ſucceſſion of ages. But no length of 
time can poſſibly affect the ſtrength of this in- 
ternal evidence, It 1s equally ſtrong, equally 
new, through the courſe of ſeventeen hundred 
years. It paſſes now, even as it has done from 
the beginning, directly from Gor into the be- 
Jieving ſoul. Do you ſuppoſe time will ever dry 
up this ſtream ? Oh no: It will never be cut oft. 


Labitur & labetur in amne volubilis evum. 


2. TRADITIONAL evidence is of an extremely 
complicated nature, neceſſarily including ſo many 
and ſo various conſiderations, that only men of 
ſtrong and clear underſtanding can be ſenſible of 
its full force. On the contrary, how plain and 
ſimple is this? And how level to the loweſt ca- 
pacity ? Is not this the ſum? “ One thing I 
know: I was blind; but now I ſee.” An argu- 
ment ſo plain, that a peaſant, a woman, a child 
may feel its force. 


3. Tux traditional evidence of Chriſtianity 


ſtands as it were a great way off; and therefore 
although it ſpeaks loud and clear, yet makes a 


leſs lively impreſſion. It gives us an account of 
what was tranſacted long ago, in far diſtant times 


as well as places. Whereas the inward evidence 


is intimately preſent to all perſons, at all times, 
4 and 
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and in all places. It is nigh thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, if thou believeſt in the Lord 
Feſus Cbriſt. This then is the record, this is the 
evidence emphatically ſo called, That Gop hath 


given unto us eternal life : And this Life is in his 
Son. | 


4. Ir then it were poſſible (which I conceive it 
is not) to ſhake the traditional evidence of Chriſ- 


ſtianity, ſtill he that has the internal evidence 


(and every true believer hath the witneſs or evi- 
dence in himſelf) would ſtand firm and unſhaken. 
Still he could ſay to thoſe who were ſtriking at 
the external evidence, “ Beat on the Sack of 
Anaxagoras.” But you can no more hurt 
evidence of Chriſtianity, than the tyrant could 
hurt the ſpirit of that wiſe man. 


5. I nave ſometimes been almoſt inclined to 
believe, that the wifdom of Gop has, in latter 
ages, permitted the external evidence of Chri— 
ſtianity to be more or leſs clogged and encum- 
bered, for this very end, that men (of reflection 
eſpecially) might not altogether reſt there, but be 
conſtrained to look into themſelves alſo, and at- 
tend to the light ſhining in their hearts, 


Nax, it ſeems (if it be allowed for us to pry fo 
far into the reaſons of the divine diſpenſations) 
that particularly in this age, Gop ſuffers all kinds 
of objections to be raiſed againſt the traditional 
evidence cf Chriſtianity, that men of underſtand- 
ing, though unwilling to give it up, yet, at the 
ſame time they defend this evidence, may not 
reſt the whole ſtrength of their cauſe thereon, 
but ſeek a deeper and firmer ſupport for it. 


6. Wir- 


( 104 ) 


6. WrrnourT this I cannot but doubt, whe- 
ther they can long maintain their cauſe: Whe- 
ther, if they do not obey the loud call of Gov, 
and lay more ſtreſs than they have hitherto done, 
on this internal evidence of Chriſtianity, they 
will not, one after another, give up the external, 
and (in heart at leaſt) go over to thoſe whom 
they are now contending with; ſo that in a cen- 
tury or two, the people of E lend will be fairly 
divided into real Deiſts, and real Chrittians, 


AN p I apprehend this would be no loſs at all, 
but rather an advantage to the Chriſtian cauſe: 
nay, perhaps it would be the ſpeedieſt, yea the 


only effectual way, of bringing all reaſonable 
Deiſts to be Chriſtians. 


7. Maul be permitted to ſpeak freely? May 
I, without offence, aſk, of you that are called 
Chriſtians, What real lots would you ſuſtain, in 
giving up your preſent opinion, that the Chrit- 
tian ſyſtem is of God? Though you bear the 
name, you are not Chriſtians now : You have 
neither Chriſtian faith nor love. You have no 
divine evidence of things unſeen : you have not 
entered into the holieſt by the blood of 7%. 
You do not love Gop with all your heart : nei- 


ther do you love your neighbour as your ſelf. Yeu - 


are neither happy nor holy. You have not learn- 
ed in every ſtate therewith to be content: to re- 
Joice evermore, even in want, pain, death; and 
in every thing to give thanks. You are not holy 
in heart; ſuperior to pride, to anger, to fooliſh 
deſires. Neither are you holy in life: you do 
not walk as Chrift alſo walked, Does not the 
main of yr Chriſtianity lie in your opinion ? 
cecked with a few outward obſervances ? For as 


to 
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to morality, even honeſt Heathen morality (O let 
me utter a melancholy truth) many of thoſe 
whom you ſtile Deiſts, there is reaſon to fear, 
have far more of it than you. 


8. Goon, Gentlemen, and proſper. Shame 
theſe nominal Chriſtians out of that poor ſuperſti- 
tion which they call Chriſtianity. Reaſon, rally, 
laugh them out of their dead, empty forms, void 
of ſpirit, of faith, of love: Convince them, that 
ſuch unmeaning pageantry (for ſuch it manifeſtly 
is, if there is nothing in the heart correſpondent 
with the outward ſhew) is abſolutely unworthy, 
you need not ſay of Gop, but even of any man 
that is endued with common underſtanding. 
Shew them, that while they are endeavouring to 
pleaſe Gob thus, they are only beating the air. 
Know your time; preſs on, puth your viQtories, 
*till you have conquered all that know not Gop, 
And then He, whom neither they nor you know 
now, ſhall ariſe and gird himſelf with ſtrength, 
and go forth in his almighty love, and ſweetly 
conquer you all together, 


9. O THAT the time was come! How do I 
long for you to be partakers of the exceeding 
great and precious promiſes! How am I pained 
when I hear any of you uſing thoſe filly terms, 
which the men of form have taught you, calling 
the mention of the holy thing you want, Cant / 
the deepeſt wiſdom, the higheſt happineſs, En- 
thuſiaſm! What ignorance is this? How ex- 
tremely deſpicable would it make you in the eyes 
of any but a Chriſtian ? But he cannot deſpiſe 
you, who loves you as his own foul, who is rea- 


dy to lay down his life for your ſake, 


10. Prx⸗ 


. 


10. PERHAPS you will ſay, “But this inter- 
nal evidence of Chriſtianity affects only thoſe in 
whom the promiſe is fulfilled. It is no evidence 
to me.” There is truth in this objeCtion, It does 
affect them chiefly : but it does not affect them 
only, It cannot, in the nature of things, be ſo 
ſtrong an evidence to others, as it is to them. 
And yet it may bring a degree of evidence, it 
may reflect ſome light on you alſo, 


For, FiRs r, You ſee the beauty and loveli- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, when it is rightly under- 
ſtood. And you are ſure there is nothing to be 
deſired in compariſon of it, 


SECONDLY, You know the Scripture promiſes 
this, and ſays, it is attained by Faith, and by no 
other way, 


Turgzpry, You ſee clearly how deſirable 
Chriſtian Faith is, even on account of its own 
in trinſick value, 


FourTHLY, You are a witneſs that the holi- 
neſs and happineſs above deſcribed can be attain- 
ed no other way. The more you have laboured 
after virtue and happineſs, the more convinced 
you are of this, Thus far then you need not 
lean upon other men : thus far you have perſonal 
experience. 


FirTHLY, What reaſonable aſſurance can you 
have of things, whereof you have not perſonal 
experience? Suppoſe the queſtion was, Can 
the blind be reſtored to ſight ? This you have not 
yourſelf experienced. How then will you yy 
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that ſuch a thing ever was? Can there be an 


eaſier or ſurer way than to talk with one or ſame 
number of men who were blind, - but are now re- 


| ſtored to ſight? They cannot be deceived as to 


the fact in queſtion ; the nature of the thin 
leaves no room for this. . And if they are ewes 
men (which you may learn from other circum- 
ſtances) they will not deceive you. 


Now transfer this to the caſe before us; and 
thoſe who were blind, but now ſee, thoſe who 
were ſick many years, but now are healed, thoſe 
who were miſerable, but now are happy, will 
afford you allo a very ſtrong evidence of the truth 
of Chriſtianity ; as ſtrong as can be in the nature 
of things, 'till you experience it in your own 
ſoul. And this, though it be allowed they are 
but plain men, and, in general, of weak under- 
ſtanding ; nay, though ſome of them ſhould be 
miſtaken in other points, and hold opinions which 
cannot be defended. 


I nave now finiſhed, as my time permits, 
what I had to ſay, either concerning myſelf, or 
on the Operations of the Holy Spirit. In doing 
this, I have uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech, and 
yet, I hope, without rudeneſs. If any thing of 
that kind has ſlipt from me, I am ready to retra&t 
it, I deſire, on the one hand, to accept no man's 


perſon ; and yet, on the other, to give honour to 
whom honour is due. 


Ir your Lordſhip ſhould think it worth your 
while to ſpend any more words upon me, may 
] preſume to requeſt one thing of your Lordſhip, 


to 
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to be more ſerious ? It cannot injure your Lord- 


* character, or your cauſe. Truth is great, 
and will prevail. 


Wis nix your Lordſhip all temporal and 
ſpiritual bleſſings, I am, | 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's dutiful Son 


and Servant, 


Nov. 26. 
1762. 


JOHN WESLEY. 
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